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The notion of sexual sadism emerged from nineteenth-century alienist attempts to
imagine the pleasure of the torturer or mass killer. This was a time in which
sexuality was mapped to social progress, so that perversions were always related
either to degeneration or decadence. These ideas were internalized in later
Freudian views of the drives within the self, and of their repression under the
demands of modern European civilization. Sadism was always presented as the
barbarous past that lurked within each of us, ready to burst forth into murderous
violence, crime, anti-Semitism, and finally genocide. This idea maintained its
currency in European thought after the Second World War as Freudian-
influenced accounts of the history of philosophy configured the Marquis de Sade
as a kind of Kantian “superego” in a framework that viewed the Western
Enlightenment as unraveled by its own inner demons. In this way, a straight line
was imagined from the late eighteenth century to the Holocaust. These ideas have
had an ongoing legacy in debates about sexual perversion, feminism, genocide
representation, and historical memory of Nazism. However, recent genocide
research has massively debunked assumptions that perpetrators of mass violence
are especially sexually motivated in their cruelty. This book considers how the
late twentieth-century imagination eroticized Nazism for its own ends, but also
how it has been informed by nineteenth-century formulations of the idea of mass
violence as a sexual problem.
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Editorial Review

Review
Alison M. Moore traces the origins of sadism and masochism back to a rich cultural discourse about
sexuality that Krafft-Ebing condensed and transformed. She demonstrates with lucidity and depth that so-
called perversion has and continues to stand in for the perceived decadence of modern culture in a variety of
Left and Right-wing responses to sadomasochism, manifested most often in discussions about the Marquis
de Sade. Her work addresses Freud, Horkheimer and Adorno, Gilles Deleuze and others with great agility,
and her discussion of the historiography of Nazism in relation to tired discussions of Nazi ‘perversion’ is
particularly illuminating. The book is original, thought-provoking, and combats the ‘historical teleology’ it
identifies by demonstrating brilliantly how it came to be. (Carolyn J. Dean, Yale University)

This important new book provides an insightful and original analysis of the complex inter-relationships
between politics, history, and sexuality, as mediated through cultural conceptualizations of masochism and
sadism. Moore’s text, which ranges from the nineteenth century to the postwar period, constitutes an exciting
intervention in contemporary studies of sexuality and the place of sadomasochism within these. Essential
reading for scholars and students of sexual history and politics. (Elizabeth Stephens, Southern Cross
University)

Working across an impressive range of genres and disciplinary fields, this richly documented study will
bring a thoroughly revised understanding of sadism and masochism. It shows convincingly how
contemporary understandings of sexuality continue to be shaped by nineteenth-century notions of progress
and decadence. (Peter Cryle, University of Queensland)

About the Author
Alison M. Moore is senior lecturer at Western Sydney University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Head:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Sexual Myths of Modernity: Sadism, Masochism, and Historical Teleology.

Walter Reeves:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones



or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a guide. The book Sexual Myths of Modernity: Sadism, Masochism, and Historical
Teleology it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Melanie Pemberton:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Sexual Myths of Modernity: Sadism, Masochism, and Historical
Teleology. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kimberly Plummer:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Sexual Myths of Modernity: Sadism,
Masochism, and Historical Teleology to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Sexual Myths of Modernity: Sadism,
Masochism, and Historical Teleology can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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