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This college-level handbook offers a comprehensive and accessible overview of
sociological and cultural perspectives on the human body. Organized along the
lines of a standard anatomical textbook delineated by body parts and processes,
this volume subverts the expected content in favor of providing tools for social
and cultural analysis.

Students will learn about the human body in its social, cultural, and political
contexts, with emphasis on multiple, contested meanings of the body, body parts,
and systems. Case studies, examples, and discussion questions are both US-based
and international. Advancing critical body studies, the book explicitly discusses
bodies in relation to race, class, gender, sexuality, ability, age, health, geography,
and citizenship status. The framing is sociological rather than biomedical,
attentive to cultural meanings, institutional practices, politics, and social
problems. The authors use commonly understood anatomical frames to discuss
social, cultural, political, and ethical issues concerning embodiment.
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This college-level handbook offers a comprehensive and accessible overview of sociological and cultural
perspectives on the human body. Organized along the lines of a standard anatomical textbook delineated by
body parts and processes, this volume subverts the expected content in favor of providing tools for social and
cultural analysis.

Students will learn about the human body in its social, cultural, and political contexts, with emphasis on
multiple, contested meanings of the body, body parts, and systems. Case studies, examples, and discussion
questions are both US-based and international. Advancing critical body studies, the book explicitly discusses
bodies in relation to race, class, gender, sexuality, ability, age, health, geography, and citizenship status. The
framing is sociological rather than biomedical, attentive to cultural meanings, institutional practices, politics,
and social problems. The authors use commonly understood anatomical frames to discuss social, cultural,
political, and ethical issues concerning embodiment.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This highly original and exciting textbook significantly updates the sociology of the body while also
offering a new style of engagement with readers from many disciplines. A great strength is its accessibility,
making available complex theoretical and conceptual analyses of bodies and embodiment through vivid case
studies that bring this subject alive and demonstrate its relevance to every aspect of contemporary society." -
Professor Sarah Franklin, Wellcome Trust Senior Investigator and Director Reproductive Sociology
Research Group (ReproSoc), University of Cambridge

"Moore and Casper have written a fantastic book. Organized around body parts and functions, the book
brilliantly turns anatomy on its head, showing how the body is not stable and natural, but malleable,
transformable, and always enmeshed in power relations. It is a superb contribution to the interdisciplinary
literature on the body. Absolutely a must read for both scholars and students." - Jonathan Xavier Inda,
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, author of "Racial Prescriptions: Pharmaceuticals, Difference,
and the Politics of Life"

"Fusing the scholar’s pen and surgeon’s scalpel. The Body exposes the intellectual innards of the most taken-
for-granted unit of social life. With verve and originality, the text takes seemingly discrete objects?genes,
cells, organs, and more?and carefully situates them within their layered biopolitical contexts. This is essential
reading for all those who want conceptual tools to engage, challenge, and reimagine the nature/nurture
binary." - Ruha Benjamin, Princeton University, author of People’s Science: Bodies and Rights on the Stem
Cell Frontier

"Moore and Casper have successfully taken on the project of fleshing out anatomy to reveal the social and
cultural meanings that complicate and partly construct our biological understandings. The Body is firmly
situated in critical body studies, read mainly through a sociological perspective but always aware of, and
responsive to, the interdisciplinarity of the field. It is a valuable and engaging guide for students and teachers
alike." - Margrit Shildrick, Professor of Gender and Knowledge Production, Linköping University

The Body: Social and Cultural Dissections is a work of subtle genius that teaches us to rethink the very
things we think we know the most about: our bodies and ourselves. Brilliantly organized and thoughtfully
written, the book concisely anatomizes how bodies are shaped, deployed, and politicized into symbols of
deeper meaning. This is the rare book that synthesizes theory, history, and volumes of information into a
single, compelling narrative. The Body is required reading for students, teachers, practitioners, and anyone
else who wants to learn more about the valences and implications of human existence. - Jonathan Metzl,
Director, Center for Medicine, Health, and Society, Frederick B. Rentschler II Professor of Sociology,
Vanderbilt University

About the Author

Lisa Jean Moore, a medical sociologist, is Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies at Purchase College,
State University of New York. Her scholarship is located at the intersections of sociology of health and
medicine, science and technology studies, feminist studies, animal studies, and critical body studies. She is
the author of Sperm Counts: Overcome by Man’s Most Precious Fluid and the co-author of Gendered



Bodies: Feminist Perspectives, Missing Bodies: The Politics of Visibility, and Buzz: Urban Beekeeping and
the Power of the Bee. Additionally she has co-edited The Body Reader and is a founding co-editor of a
successful book series at NYU Press entitled Biopolitics: Medicine, Technoscience, and Health in the 21st
Century.

Monica J. Casper is Professor and Head of Gender and Women’s Studies at the University of Arizona. A
sociologist, her scholarly and teaching interests include gender, race, bodies, health, sexuality, disability, and
trauma. She has published several books, including the award-winning The Making of the Unborn Patient: A
Social Anatomy of Fetal Surgery. Her current research focuses on race and the biopolitics of infant mortality
in the U.S. She is a founding co-editor of the NYU Press book series Biopolitics: Medicine, Technoscience,
and Health in the 21st Century, as well as a managing editor of The Feminist Wire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Francis Rutland:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Body: Social and Cultural Dissections. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The Body:
Social and Cultural Dissections. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jesus Gates:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. The Body: Social and Cultural Dissections can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Wilma Tovar:

The book untitled The Body: Social and Cultural Dissections contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.



Loretta Pena:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Body: Social and Cultural Dissections. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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