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The Democracy Sourcebook offers a collection of classic writings and
contemporary scholarship on democracy, creating a book that can be used by
undergraduate and graduate students in awide variety of courses, including
American politics, international relations, comparative politics, and political
philosophy. The editors have chosen substantial excerpts from the essential
theorists of the past, including Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Stuart Mill, Alexis
de Tocqueville, and the authors of The Federalist Papers; they place them side
by side with the work of such influential modern scholars as Joseph Schumpeter,
Adam Przeworski, Seymour Martin Lipset, Samuel P. Huntington, Ronald
Dworkin, and Amartya Sen.

The book is divided into nine self-contained chapters: "Defining Democracy,"
which discusses procedural, deliberative, and substantive democracy; " Sources of
Democracy," on why democracy exists in some countries and not in others;
"Demaocracy, Culture, and Society," about cultural and sociological preconditions
for democracy; "Democracy and Constitutionalism," which focuses on the
importance of independent courts and a bill of rights; "Presidentialism versus
Parliamentarianism"; "Representation,” discussing which isthe fairest system of
democratic accountability; "Interest Groups'; "Democracy's Effects," an
examination of the effect of democracy on economic growth and social
inequality; and finally, "Demaocracy and the Global Order" discusses the effects
of democracy on international relations, including the propensity for war and the
erosion of national sovereignty by transnational forces.
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The Democracy Sourcebook offers a collection of classic writings and contemporary scholarship on
democracy, creating a book that can be used by undergraduate and graduate students in awide variety of
courses, including American palitics, international relations, comparative politics, and political philosophy.
The editors have chosen substantial excerpts from the essential theorists of the past, including Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, John Stuart Mill, Alexis de Tocqueville, and the authors of The Federalist Papers; they place
them side by side with the work of such influential modern scholars as Joseph Schumpeter, Adam
Przeworski, Seymour Martin Lipset, Samuel P. Huntington, Ronald Dworkin, and Amartya Sen.

The book is divided into nine self-contained chapters: " Defining Democracy," which discusses procedural,
deliberative, and substantive democracy; " Sources of Democracy,” on why democracy existsin some
countries and not in others; "Democracy, Culture, and Society," about cultural and sociological preconditions
for democracy; "Democracy and Constitutionalism," which focuses on the importance of independent courts
and abill of rights; "Presidentialism versus Parliamentarianism"; "Representation,” discussing which isthe
fairest system of democratic accountability; "Interest Groups'; "Democracy's Effects,” an examination of the
effect of democracy on economic growth and social inequality; and finally, "Democracy and the Global
Order" discusses the effects of democracy on international relations, including the propensity for war and the
erosion of national sovereignty by transnational forces.
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Editorial Review
Review

If you want to learn about democracy, The Democracy Sourcebook is the place to start. Dahl, Shapiro, and
Cheibub have collected the best readings, both historical and contemporary, on what democracy is, how it
works, and why it isimportant. This book will be the standard reference work on the subject.

(Joshua Cohen, Leon and Anne Goldberg Professor of the Humanities and Head of the Department of
Political Science, MIT)

The Democracy Sourcebook is a magisterial collection of classic and contemporary readings, carefully
chosen and edited, that gives readers direct access to some of the most important texts in the devel opment of
democratic thought.

(Thomas F. Remington, Emory University)

The Democracy Sourcebook brings together the classical texts on democratic politics with the best examples
of contemporary scholarly argument and analysis. The modern texts are not yet classics, though some of
them will be, and their inclusion here definitely gives them aleg up. For students who want to understand
democracy and for students who see themselves as democratic citizens and activists, thisis a superb
collection.

(Michael Walzer, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ)
About the Author

Robert A. Dahl, was aleading authority on democracy, and the author of many books, including A Preface to
Democracy, Democracy and Its Critics, and How Democratic |'s the American Constitution? He was Sterling
Professor Emeritus of Political Science at Yae University.

José Antonio Cheibub is Associate Professor of Political Science at Yale University.

lan Shapiro is William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor and Chairman of the Department of Political Science at Yae
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shannon Harvey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Democracy Sourcebook (MIT Press). Try to stumble through book
The Democracy Sourcebook (MIT Press) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly
feel aone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Ezra Talbott:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Democracy Sourcebook (MIT Press) will
make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Bruce Jackson:

The book untitled The Democracy Sourcebook (MIT Press) contain alot of information on that. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice learn.

Jean Cunningham:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Democracy Sourcebook (MIT Press) to make
your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the publication The Democracy Sourcebook (MIT Press) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of thistime.
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