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What kind of subject is philosophy? Colin McGinn takes up this perennial
question, defending the view that philosophy consists of conceptual analysis,
construed broadly. Conceptual analysis is understood to involve the search for de
re essences, but McGinn takes up various challenges to this meta-philosophy:
that some concepts are merely family resemblance concepts with no definition in
terms of necessary and sufficient conditions ("game", "language"); that it is
impossible to provide sufficient conditions for some philosophically important
concepts without circularity ("knowledge", "intentional action"); that there exists
an unsolved paradox of analysis; that there is no well-defined analytic-synthetic
distinction; that names have no definition; and that conceptual analysis is not
properly naturalistic. Ultimately, McGinn finds none of these objections
convincing: analysis emerges as both possible and fruitful.

At the same time, he rejects the idea of the "linguistic turn", arguing that analysis
is not directed to language as such, but at reality. Going on to distinguish several
types of analysis, with an emphasis on classical decompositional analysis, he
shows different philosophical traditions to be engaged in conceptual analysis
when properly understood. Philosophical activity has the kind of value possessed
by play, McGinn claims, which differs from the kind of value possessed by
scientific activity. The book concludes with an analytic discussion of the
prospects for traditional ontology and the nature of instantiation.

McGinn's study of the nature of philosophy shows us how philosophy can
maintain its connection to the past while looking forward to a bright future.
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Editorial Review

Review

"McGinn's thesis is big, bold, and controversial. Even those who are dubious will find a
lot to admire in his clearly written and vigorously argued book."--David Haugen, Philosophy in Review

"A bold attempt to defend conceptual analysis as the proper method of philosophy."--Notre Dame
Philosophical Reviews

McGinn's core arguments are clear and substantive. The engaging style and use of vivid and often humorous
examples make his case accessible enough for undergraduates."--CHOICE

About the Author

Colin McGinn teaches philosophy at the University of Miami, specializing in philosophy of mind,
metaphysics, and philosophy of language. He has taught at Rutgers University, Oxford University, and
London University. He has published some twenty books, ranging from consciousness to evil, Shakespeare
to sport, film to logic, Wittgenstein to imagination. He has written extensively for the general reading public,
as well as publishing a novel. He is an avid tennis player and surfer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Truth by Analysis:
Games, Names, and Philosophy? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have other opinion?

Lester Gibbons:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Truth by Analysis: Games, Names, and



Philosophy is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Jonathan Leake:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for your requirements is Truth by Analysis: Games, Names, and Philosophy this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Jennifer Meeks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Truth by Analysis: Games, Names,
and Philosophy.
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