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White on Black is a compelling visual history of the development of European
and American stereotypes of black people over the last two hundred years. Its
purpose is to show the pervasiveness of prejudice against blacks throughout the
western world as expressed in stock-in-trade racist imagery and caricature.
Reproducing a wide range of illustrations—from engravings and lithographs to
advertisements, candy wrappings, biscuit tins, dolls, posters, and comic
strips—the book challenges the hidden assumptions of even those who view
themselves as unprejudiced.

Jan Nederveen Pieterse sets Western images of Africa and blacks in a
chronological framework, including representations from medieval times, from
the colonial period with its explorers, settlers, and missionaries, from the era of
slavery and abolition, and from the multicultural societies of the present day.
Pieterse shows that blacks have been routinely depicted throughout the West as
servants, entertainers, and athletes, and that particular countries have developed
their own comforting black stereotypes about blacks: Sambo and Uncle Tom in
the United States, Golliwog in Britain, Bamboula in France, and Black Peter in
the Netherlands. Looking at conventional portrayals of blacks in the nursery, in
sexual arenas, and in commerce and advertising, Pieterse analyzes the conceptual
roots of the stereotypes about them. The images that he presents have a direct and
dramatic impact, and they raise questions about the expression of power within
popular culture and the force of caricature, humor, and parody as instruments of
oppression.
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White on Black is a compelling visual history of the development of European and American stereotypes of
black people over the last two hundred years. Its purpose is to show the pervasiveness of prejudice against
blacks throughout the western world as expressed in stock-in-trade racist imagery and caricature.
Reproducing a wide range of illustrations—from engravings and lithographs to advertisements, candy
wrappings, biscuit tins, dolls, posters, and comic strips—the book challenges the hidden assumptions of even
those who view themselves as unprejudiced.

Jan Nederveen Pieterse sets Western images of Africa and blacks in a chronological framework, including
representations from medieval times, from the colonial period with its explorers, settlers, and missionaries,
from the era of slavery and abolition, and from the multicultural societies of the present day. Pieterse shows
that blacks have been routinely depicted throughout the West as servants, entertainers, and athletes, and that
particular countries have developed their own comforting black stereotypes about blacks: Sambo and Uncle
Tom in the United States, Golliwog in Britain, Bamboula in France, and Black Peter in the Netherlands.
Looking at conventional portrayals of blacks in the nursery, in sexual arenas, and in commerce and
advertising, Pieterse analyzes the conceptual roots of the stereotypes about them. The images that he presents
have a direct and dramatic impact, and they raise questions about the expression of power within popular
culture and the force of caricature, humor, and parody as instruments of oppression.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Dutch

From the Back Cover
White on Black is a compelling illustrated history of the development of European and American stereotypes
of black people over the last two hundred years. Reproducing a wide range of intriguing images-- from
engravings and lithographs to advertisements, candy wrappings, biscuit tins, dolls, posters, and comic strips-
-the book raises crucial but troubling questions about caricature and parody as instruments of oppression.

About the Author

Jan Nederveen Pieterse is Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

The book White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western
Popular Culture has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Ramsey:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western
Popular Culture ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book White on Black: Images of Africa and
Blacks in Western Popular Culture is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture. You
never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.



Katherine Ouellette:

The event that you get from White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western
Popular Culture giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that White on
Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture instantly.

Amy Lewis:

Typically the book White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this article book.
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