
Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the
Hindu Tradition

From Tracy Pintchman

Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition From Tracy
Pintchman

In this book, Tracy Pintchman has assembled ten leading scholars of Hinduism to
explore the complex relationship between Hindu women's rituals and their lives
beyond ritual. The book focuses particularly on the relationship of women's ritual
practices to domesticity, exposing and exploring the nuances, complexities, and
limits of this relationship. In many cultural and historical contexts, including
contemporary India, women's everyday lives tend to revolve heavily around
domestic and interpersonal concerns, especially care for children, the home,
husbands, and other relatives. Hence, women's religiosity also tends to emphasize
the domestic realm and the relationships most central to women. But women's
religious concerns certainly extend beyond domesticity. Furthermore, even the
domestic religious activities that Hindu women perform may not merely replicate
or affirm traditionally formulated domestic ideals but may function strategically
to reconfigure, reinterpret, criticize, or even reject such ideals.
This volume takes a fresh look at issues of the relationship between Hindu
women's ritual practices and normative domesticity. In so doing, it emphasizes
female innovation and agency in constituting and transforming both ritual and the
domestic realm and calls attention to the limitations of normative domesticity as
a category relevant to many forms of Hindu women's religious practice.
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In this book, Tracy Pintchman has assembled ten leading scholars of Hinduism to explore the complex
relationship between Hindu women's rituals and their lives beyond ritual. The book focuses particularly on
the relationship of women's ritual practices to domesticity, exposing and exploring the nuances,
complexities, and limits of this relationship. In many cultural and historical contexts, including contemporary
India, women's everyday lives tend to revolve heavily around domestic and interpersonal concerns,
especially care for children, the home, husbands, and other relatives. Hence, women's religiosity also tends to
emphasize the domestic realm and the relationships most central to women. But women's religious concerns
certainly extend beyond domesticity. Furthermore, even the domestic religious activities that Hindu women
perform may not merely replicate or affirm traditionally formulated domestic ideals but may function
strategically to reconfigure, reinterpret, criticize, or even reject such ideals.
This volume takes a fresh look at issues of the relationship between Hindu women's ritual practices and
normative domesticity. In so doing, it emphasizes female innovation and agency in constituting and
transforming both ritual and the domestic realm and calls attention to the limitations of normative
domesticity as a category relevant to many forms of Hindu women's religious practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition is an enticingly rich collection. The theme of
women's ritual performance and its challenges to and conformity with domesticity set the stage for a range of
observations and analyses. Making impressive use of this range, the volume describes from a variety of
contexts how religious performances can enhance as well as curtail women's agency and autonomy.
Naturally of benefit to students and scholars interested in the rituals and lives of Hindu women, the
collection is also a great resource for investigating the vast and variegated nature of Hindu traditions." --
Corinne Dempsey, author of The Goddess Lives in Upstate New York: Breaking Convention and Making
Home at a North American Hindu Temple and Kerala Christian Sainthood: Collisions of Culture an
Worldview in South India.

About the Author

Tracy Pintchman is a professor of religious studies at Loyola University Chicago and author of The Rise of
the Goddess in the Hindu Tradition and Guests at God's Wedding: Celebrating Kartik among the Women of
Benares.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

The book Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Women's
Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like available and read a guide Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Robert Johnson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because



start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu
Tradition to read.

Forest Nelson:

This book untitled Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Mattie Martin:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu
Tradition to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the guide Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition can to be your new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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