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This book investigates the origins of fundamentalism, outlining its characteristics
and the history of key fundamentalist movements around the world, considering
examples from Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. The book argues
that fundamentalism develops when modern lay religious leaders challenge the
authority of secular states and traditional religious establishments. These new
leaders and their followers seek to infuse religious values and practices into all
spheres, especially law, politics, education, and science. The patterns of religious
authority and leadership that characterize fundamentalism have their roots in a
Christian context but were globalized through intense intercultural contacts after
the mid-nineteenth century. Fundamentalism is a thoroughly modern and global
phenomenon because it presupposes the globalization of ideas and practices
concerning religious leadership and organization, as well as universal changes in
the relationship of religion to modern societies and states.
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This book investigates the origins of fundamentalism, outlining its characteristics and the history of key
fundamentalist movements around the world, considering examples from Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and
Hinduism. The book argues that fundamentalism develops when modern lay religious leaders challenge the
authority of secular states and traditional religious establishments. These new leaders and their followers
seek to infuse religious values and practices into all spheres, especially law, politics, education, and science.
The patterns of religious authority and leadership that characterize fundamentalism have their roots in a
Christian context but were globalized through intense intercultural contacts after the mid-nineteenth century.
Fundamentalism is a thoroughly modern and global phenomenon because it presupposes the globalization of
ideas and practices concerning religious leadership and organization, as well as universal changes in the
relationship of religion to modern societies and states.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A lucid, accessible, and sophisticated account of fundamentalism as a global phenomenon, this book
provides us with both a context and a language to understand some of the most important religious
movements of our time. Having been neglected by scholars and languished in the hands of polemicists for
more than a decade now, Torkel Brekke has rescued fundamentalism as an analytical concept."
Faisal Devji, University of Oxford

"I highly recommend Torkel Brekke's study of fundamentalism. In particular, his analysis of the global
import of processes associated with social differentiation in relation to changing notions of authority allows
for a detailed display of features common to fundamentalism in a variety of contexts. A fine contribution to
the literature on this very important subject."
John Kelsay, Florida State University

"[This] is a compelling read that will make an excellent methodological tool for any scholars interested in
world religions, comparative religious ethics, social-protest movements, globalization, modernity, and
method and theory in the study of religion."
Travis Warren Cooper, Religion

About the Author
Torkel Brekke is a Professor of the History of Religions and South Asian Studies at the University of Oslo.
Before being appointed to his current position, he completed his DPhil at Oxford and served as advisor in the
Norwegian Ministry of Defence. Besides his university position he works for the think tank Civita. He has
written and edited several books, including Makers of Modern Indian Religion and The Ethics of War in
Asian Civilizations, and his articles have appeared in numerous journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John White:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of
Globalization.

Terry Holmes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person



has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest
in an Age of Globalization. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Bruce Jackson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an
Age of Globalization book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Cathryn Walker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Fundamentalism: Prophecy and
Protest in an Age of Globalization that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of
Globalization become your own personal starter.
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