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Christopher Hibbert's latest history brings the family and the world they lived
in—the glittering Rome of the Italian Renaissance—to life.

The name Borgia is synonymous with the corruption, nepotism, and greed that
were rife in Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better
known to history as Pope Alexander VI, was the central figure of the dynasty.
Two of his seven papal offspring also rose to power and fame—Lucrezia Borgia,
his daughter, whose husband was famously murdered by her brother, and that
brother, Cesare, who served as the model for Niccolò Machiavelli's The Prince.
Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land, and titles through bribery, marriage,
and murder, the dynasty's dramatic rise from its Spanish roots to its occupation of
the highest position in Renaissance society forms a gripping tale.

Erudite, witty, and always insightful, Hibbert removes the layers of myth around
the Borgia family and creates a portrait alive with his superb sense of character
and place.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Acclaimed British historian Hibbert's latest work focuses on three members of the notorious Borgia family of
Spain, who came to power in Rome with the election of Alfonso de Borgia (1378–1458), the scholarly
bishop of Valencia, to the papacy as Calixtus III. Calixtus's nephew Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia (1431–1503)
was known for decadence as well as keen administrative skills. Cardinal Rodrigo played a key role in
electing Pope Sixtus IV, had a lucrative career as vice chancellor under five popes, fathered several children
and bribed his way to becoming pope himself, as Alexander VI, in 1492. His children were infamous,
including the unscrupulous military leader and politician Cesare (1475–1507), who inspired Machiavelli's
The Prince and murdered his own brother and brother-in-law to achieve his goals, while his daughter
Lucrezia (1480–1519) overcame an incestuous reputation to become a respected patron of the arts as duchess
of Ferrara. The book is a heavily researched and generally engrossing account of a famous dynasty, but
readers may wish Hibbert (The Rise and Fall of the House of Medici) had used a more assertive and
analytical voice to accompany the detailed descriptions of Renaissance life. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

PRAISE FOR CHRISTOPHER HIBBERT
 
"[A] superbly scrupulous and sympathetic interpreter."—The Boston Globe
 
"Simply unputdown-able."—The New York Times Book Review

About the Author

Christopher Hibbert has written more than fifty acclaimed books, including The Rise and Fall of the House
of Medici and Rome: The Biography of a City. A leading popular historian whose works reflect meticulous
scholarship, he is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He is married with three children and lives in
Oxfordshire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

The book The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Borgias and Their
Enemies: 1431-1519 to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a publication The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519. Kinds of book are several. It means that,



science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ellen McNulty:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Borgias and
Their Enemies: 1431-1519 to read.

Mildred Olsen:

This The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519 book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That
The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519 without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519 can
bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519 having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Mark Whitten:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519
e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still doubt The Borgias and Their Enemies: 1431-1519 as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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