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Margaret Cavendish Bentinck, the 2nd Duchess of Portland (1715–1785), was
one of the wealthiest women in eighteenth-century Britain. She collected fine and
decorative arts (the Portland Vase was her most famous acquisition), but her
great love was natural history, and shells in particular. Over the course of twenty
years, she amassed the largest shell collection of her time,  which was sold after
her death in a spectacular auction.
 
Beth Fowkes Tobin illuminates the interlocking issues surrounding the global
circulation of natural resources, the commodification of nature, and the
construction of scientific value through the lens of one woman’s marvelous
collection. This unique study tells the story of the collection’s formation and
dispersal—about the sailors and naturalists who ferried rare specimens across
oceans and the dealers’ shops and connoisseurs’ cabinets on the other side of the
world. Exquisitely illustrated, this book brings to life Enlightenment natural
history and its cultures of collecting, scientific expeditions, and vibrant visual
culture.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Hudgens:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Duchess's Shells: Natural History Collecting in the Age of Cook’s
Voyages.

Jesse Fox:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Duchess's Shells:
Natural History Collecting in the Age of Cook’s Voyages. All type of book can you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Ladonna Warren:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book The Duchess's Shells: Natural History Collecting in the
Age of Cook’s Voyages ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Duchess's Shells: Natural History
Collecting in the Age of Cook’s Voyages is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship with all the book The Duchess's Shells: Natural History Collecting in the Age of
Cook’s Voyages. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Patrick Austin:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently



there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Duchess's Shells: Natural History Collecting in the Age of
Cook’s Voyages can make you really feel more interested to read.
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