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In The Naked Voice, W. Stephen Smith invites all singers to improve their vocal
technique through his renowned and time-tested wholistic method. Focusing not
only on the most important technical, but also on the often overlooked
psychological and spiritual elements of learning to sing, his book allows readers
to develop their own full and individual identities as singers. With philosophies
and techniques drawn from a lifetime of teaching voice, Smith demonstrates how
one can reveal the true unique sound of one's own voice by singing with the
whole self. The master's method, presented in concrete and comprehensible terms
with helpful illustrations, is enhanced by a companion website containing
exercises performed by singers from Smith's own studio-singers whose talent and
training bring them across the country and around the world. The clear and easy
style of The Naked Voice welcomes the reader into Smith's teaching studio, and
into conversation with Smith himself as he presents the six simple and elegant
exercises that form the core of his method. These exercises provide a foundation
for free singing, and lead singers through the step-by-step process of mastering
the technique. Throughout, Smith speaks sympathetically and encouragingly to
the singer in search of an unencumbered and effective approach to the art. The
Naked Voice is a must-read for all singers, giving teachers and students, amateurs
and professionals, access to the methods and concepts that have earned Smith his
reputation as one of the most highly-sought-after vocal instructors in the
international arena today.
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In The Naked Voice, W. Stephen Smith invites all singers to improve their vocal technique through his
renowned and time-tested wholistic method. Focusing not only on the most important technical, but also on
the often overlooked psychological and spiritual elements of learning to sing, his book allows readers to
develop their own full and individual identities as singers. With philosophies and techniques drawn from a
lifetime of teaching voice, Smith demonstrates how one can reveal the true unique sound of one's own voice
by singing with the whole self. The master's method, presented in concrete and comprehensible terms with
helpful illustrations, is enhanced by a companion website containing exercises performed by singers from
Smith's own studio-singers whose talent and training bring them across the country and around the world.
The clear and easy style of The Naked Voice welcomes the reader into Smith's teaching studio, and into
conversation with Smith himself as he presents the six simple and elegant exercises that form the core of his
method. These exercises provide a foundation for free singing, and lead singers through the step-by-step
process of mastering the technique. Throughout, Smith speaks sympathetically and encouragingly to the
singer in search of an unencumbered and effective approach to the art. The Naked Voice is a must-read for all
singers, giving teachers and students, amateurs and professionals, access to the methods and concepts that
have earned Smith his reputation as one of the most highly-sought-after vocal instructors in the international
arena today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"For the person delving into comparative pedagogies of the twenty-first century this book is interesting and
has much to offer."--Karen Sell, Singing

"With The Naked Voice, Steve Smith has given each singer who reads this book a precious gift: one that not
only gives insight into the seemingly elusive term of vocal technique, but one that grants individual artists the
license to express themselves freely, live meaningful lives, and let their naked voices rattle into the rafters. "
--Joyce DiDonato, Mezzo-Soprano

"Stephen Smith presents a clear and honest approach to singing in his book The Naked Voice. His
descriptions and vocal exercises will be helpful to beginning students, as well as seasoned performers. I felt
as though I were having a voice lesson with Steve as I read the book! I think that singers will not only find a
way to express their authentic voices, but will also find a deeper understanding of their authentic inner selves
in following his instruction." --Christine Brewer, Soprano

"W. Stephen Smith's extensive experience with both aspiring and career singers make him eminently
qualified to advise vocalists. His pedagogic approach is pragmatic, and strikes a balance between philosophy
and practicality. The Naked Voice challenges singers to pursue authenticity in their voices and in their lives.
It is recommended reading for singers and their teachers." --Debra Greschner, Journal of Singing

"The appeal of The Naked Voice lies in Smith's willingness to confide his often unique philosophy and
procedures to his readers in direct, accessible language without ceremony or stiffness. Frequent testimonials
from happy students attest to the author's success as a teacher. His highly personal approach deals with issues
of interest to singers. Emanuensis Chipman catches the sense of immediacy that characterizes Smith's style."
--Richard Miller, Emeritus Professor of Singing, Oberlin Conservatory of Music

"I have known Stephen Smith for many years and have come to admire him as one of America's finest
teachers of voice. This book gives us an accessible and engaging view of his thoughts and the conditions
necessary to create vocal freedom. The advice to young singers on the myriad aspects of building a career
and maintaining vocal health is straight forward, honest, knowing, and, if taken to heart, enormously
helpful."--Robert L. Larsen, Artistic Director, Des Moines Metro Opera and Editor of the G. Schirmer Opera
Anthologies



About the Author

W. Stephen Smith is Professor of Voice at the Juilliard School of Music and a member of the voice faculty
at the Aspen Music Festival and School. He earned acclaim as resident voice instructor of the Houston Grand
Opera Studio, and has taught many professional singers in New York City and around the world.

Michael Chipman is a freelance writer and professional singer. He was the classical and jazz music critic
for The Salt Lake Tribune and studied privately with Smith for five years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Naked Voice: A Wholistic Approach to Singing.

William Leighty:

This The Naked Voice: A Wholistic Approach to Singing book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Naked Voice: A Wholistic Approach to Singing without we understand teach
the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Naked Voice:
A Wholistic Approach to Singing can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Naked Voice: A
Wholistic Approach to Singing having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Peter Burnett:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Naked Voice: A Wholistic Approach to
Singing, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.



Mark Vandyke:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book The Naked Voice: A Wholistic Approach to Singing we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with this book The Naked Voice: A Wholistic Approach to Singing. You can more pleasing than now.
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