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A profound shift is occurring among women working in agriculture—they are
increasingly seeing themselves as farmers, not only as the wives or daughters of
farmers. The authors draw on more than a decade of research to document and
analyze the reasons for the transformation. As their sense of identity changes,
many female farmers are challenging the sexism they face in their chosen
profession. In this book, farm women in the northeastern United States describe
how they got into farming and became successful entrepreneurs despite the
barriers they encountered in agricultural institutions, farming communities, and
even their own families. Their strategies for obtaining land and labor and
developing successful businesses offer models for other aspiring farmers.

Pulling down the barriers that women face requires organizations and institutions
to become informed by what the authors call a feminist agrifood systems theory
(FAST). This framework values women’s ways of knowing and working in
agriculture: emphasizing personal, economic, and environmental sustainability,
creating connections through the food system, and developing networks that
emphasize collaboration and peer-to-peer education. The creation and growth of
a specific organization, the Pennsylvania Women’s Agricultural Network, offers
a blueprint for others seeking to incorporate a feminist agrifood systems
approach into agricultural programming. The theory has the potential to shift how
farmers, agricultural professionals, and anyone else interested in farming think
about gender and sustainability, as well as to change how feminist scholars and
theorists think about agriculture. 
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A profound shift is occurring among women working in agriculture—they are increasingly seeing
themselves as farmers, not only as the wives or daughters of farmers. The authors draw on more than a
decade of research to document and analyze the reasons for the transformation. As their sense of identity
changes, many female farmers are challenging the sexism they face in their chosen profession. In this book,
farm women in the northeastern United States describe how they got into farming and became successful
entrepreneurs despite the barriers they encountered in agricultural institutions, farming communities, and
even their own families. Their strategies for obtaining land and labor and developing successful businesses
offer models for other aspiring farmers.

Pulling down the barriers that women face requires organizations and institutions to become informed by
what the authors call a feminist agrifood systems theory (FAST). This framework values women’s ways of
knowing and working in agriculture: emphasizing personal, economic, and environmental sustainability,
creating connections through the food system, and developing networks that emphasize collaboration and
peer-to-peer education. The creation and growth of a specific organization, the Pennsylvania Women’s
Agricultural Network, offers a blueprint for others seeking to incorporate a feminist agrifood systems
approach into agricultural programming. The theory has the potential to shift how farmers, agricultural
professionals, and anyone else interested in farming think about gender and sustainability, as well as to
change how feminist scholars and theorists think about agriculture. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“Half investigation and half storytelling, this book provides the theoretical and practical frameworks
necessary to ensure women farmers’ success in creating a more sustainable food future for all of
us.”—Temra Costa, author, Farmer Jane: Women Changing the Way We Eat 

“This is an important and timely study?as the growing number of female farmers and landowners are
navigating the complexities of agriculture. It is easy to envision this highly accessible book on the shelves of
extension workers, activists, and farmers.”—Jenny Barker Devine, author, On Behalf of the Family Farm 

“This book will do well with a wide audience. It presents unique data sources gathered by a diverse research
team?in collaboration with women joining together to redefine the term ‘farmer.’?A great book for both
graduate and undergraduate courses in women’s studies and sustainable agriculture.”—Cornelia Butler Flora,
Kansas State University 

About the Author
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Farley:

This The Rise of Women Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Rise of Women Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture
can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Rise of Women Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture giving you an enormous of



experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Christopher Riley:

The particular book The Rise of Women Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture has a lot of information on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Mary Clement:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your
alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is definitely The Rise of Women
Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture.

Annie Hiatt:

Beside this kind of The Rise of Women Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture in your phone, it may give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Rise of Women Farmers and Sustainable Agriculture because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and
also read it from currently!
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