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You may fancy yourself a sports fan, but chances are you don't know:

A fish eyeball was used as the center of some nineteenth-century baseballs

The race to make better billiard balls led to the invention of plastics

The Nerf ball was originally created to be part of a board game featuring
cavemen

Balls are the unsung heroes of sports. They are smacked, flung, dribbled,
crushed, thrown, and kicked. They're usually only the subject of scrutiny when
something goes wrong: a tear, the application of an illegal foreign substance, or a
dent from overuse. Nevertheless, if you're watching nearly any major sporting
event from around the world, you're likely following the ball wondering where it
will go next...

The Secret History of Balls mines the stories and lore of sports and recreation to
offer insight into 60 balls-whether they're hollow, solid, full of air, or stuffed
with twine or made of leather, metal, rubber, plastic, or polyurethane-that give us
joy on playing fields and in every arena from backyards to stadiums around the
globe.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Essential Trivia" --ESPN The Magazine

"[Chetwynd] shows us how the evolution of the ball has had a profound influence not only on each athletic
activity we play but on much larger issues such as technology, language and culture." --The Denver Post

"Anyone with an interest in sports or game development and history will thoroughly enjoy bouncing through
these offerings."

--New York Journal of Books

"[A] little gem of a book ..." --The Wall Street Journal

Named one of the "Best Books of 2011" - National Public Radio

About the Author
Josh Chetwynd is an award-winning journalist who has worked as a staff reporter for USA Today and U.S.
News & World Report. A former professional baseball player, he's also broadcasted Major League Baseball
games in Great Britain on BBC Radio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

The book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind the Things We Love to Catch, Whack, Throw,
Kick, Bounce and B at make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind the Things We
Love to Catch, Whack, Throw, Kick, Bounce and B at to be your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind
the Things We Love to Catch, Whack, Throw, Kick, Bounce and B at. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jeffrey Chambers:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be go through. The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind the Things We Love to Catch, Whack,
Throw, Kick, Bounce and B at can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those



short extra time problems.

Elaine West:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories
Behind the Things We Love to Catch, Whack, Throw, Kick, Bounce and B at was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind the
Things We Love to Catch, Whack, Throw, Kick, Bounce and B at has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Ruth Zimmer:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind the Things We Love to Catch, Whack, Throw,
Kick, Bounce and B at we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this book The Secret History of Balls: The Stories Behind the Things We Love to Catch,
Whack, Throw, Kick, Bounce and B at. You can more desirable than now.
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