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The present international system, composed for the most part of sovereign,
territorial states, is often viewed as the inevitable outcome of historical
development. Hendrik Spruyt argues that there was nothing inevitable about the
rise of the state system, however. Examining the competing institutions that arose
during the decline of feudalism--among them urban leagues, independent
communes, city states, and sovereign monarchies--Spruyt disposes of the familiar
claim that the superior size and war-making ability of the sovereign nation-state
made it the natural successor to the feudal system.

The author argues that feudalism did not give way to any single successor
institution in simple linear fashion. Instead, individuals created a variety of
institutional forms, such as the sovereign, territorial state in France, the Hanseatic
League, and the Italian city-states, in reaction to a dramatic change in the
medieval economic environment. Only in a subsequent selective phase of
institutional evolution did sovereign, territorial authority prove to have
significant institutional advantages over its rivals. Sovereign authority proved to
be more successful in organizing domestic society and structuring external
affairs. Spruyt's interdisciplinary approach not only has important implications
for change in the state system in our time, but also presents a novel analysis of
the general dynamics of institutional change.
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The present international system, composed for the most part of sovereign, territorial states, is often viewed
as the inevitable outcome of historical development. Hendrik Spruyt argues that there was nothing inevitable
about the rise of the state system, however. Examining the competing institutions that arose during the
decline of feudalism--among them urban leagues, independent communes, city states, and sovereign
monarchies--Spruyt disposes of the familiar claim that the superior size and war-making ability of the
sovereign nation-state made it the natural successor to the feudal system.

The author argues that feudalism did not give way to any single successor institution in simple linear fashion.
Instead, individuals created a variety of institutional forms, such as the sovereign, territorial state in France,
the Hanseatic League, and the Italian city-states, in reaction to a dramatic change in the medieval economic
environment. Only in a subsequent selective phase of institutional evolution did sovereign, territorial
authority prove to have significant institutional advantages over its rivals. Sovereign authority proved to be
more successful in organizing domestic society and structuring external affairs. Spruyt's interdisciplinary
approach not only has important implications for change in the state system in our time, but also presents a
novel analysis of the general dynamics of institutional change.
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Editorial Review

From Scientific American
Spruyt ... shows that sovereign states of Europe emerged from the decline of feudalism as urban units gained
freedom and formed leagues.... He also puts into perspective the European Union that today's nationstates are
attempting to put together.... A significant contribution to political science and to European history.

From The New Yorker
Spruyt takes on a theme that is ... of central import to political science.... A convincing demonstration that
there was nothing inevitable about the triumph of the [present] form of the state.

Review
Winner of the 1996 J. David Greenstone Book Prize, American Political Science Association

"Hendrik Spruyt's book provides new and interesting analytical framework for examining--from an
international perspective--the emergence of new international political systems....The book advances a bold
and intriguing hypothesis....[It is] a powerful and provocative essay; the examination of its details will
probably provide much work in years to come. Any economic historian who considers the state system as
fundamental to European growth should read this work."--Avner Greif, Journal of Economic History

"This intriguing book argues that nation-states and territorially sovereign powers were not the only possible
form of organization, and that the end of the Middle Ages saw the flowering of a variety of
alternatives."--Foreign Affairs

"Spruyt ... shows that sovereign states of Europe emerged from the decline of feudalism as urban units
gained freedom and formed leagues.... He also puts into perspective the European Union that today's nation-
states are attempting to put together.... A significant contribution to political science and to European
history."--Bibliothèque Humanisme et Renaissance

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

This book untitled The Sovereign State and Its Competitors: An Analysis of Systems Change (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

June Hargrove:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is The Sovereign State and Its Competitors: An Analysis of Systems
Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) this guide consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Marion Richey:

This The Sovereign State and Its Competitors: An Analysis of Systems Change (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Sovereign State and Its Competitors: An Analysis
of Systems Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Rita Merritt:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Sovereign State and Its Competitors: An Analysis of
Systems Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Sovereign State and Its Competitors: An Analysis of Systems
Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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