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Washington, Adams, Henry, Jefferson, Franklin, and Hamilton: their ambitions,
intrigues, and jealousies shaped the birth of the nation, but they overcame their
foibles and imperfections to throw off the chains of tyranny and form a more
perfect union. We think of them now as faces on money or statues on pedestals,
and, as Burns illustrates in luminous prose, that’s exactly what they always
wanted to be. They all possessed astonishing brilliance, but many had large egos
and more than just a little vanity, especially John Adams, who never felt he
received his public due and often complained in his letters about the unjust fame
of his peers. History remembers Patrick Henry as the author of the patriotic call
to arms, “give me liberty, or give me death!” but, at the beginning of his life in
the public eye, he shamelessly traded integrity for renown.

Interest in the founding fathers has never been greater; Virtue, Valor, and Vanity
presents all of these well-known and oft-quoted men with wisdom and candor. In
this fresh, informative work, Burns brings the founding fathers down off their
pedestals to reveal the flesh-and-blood men—vain and modest, sensitive and
stubborn, brilliant and ambitious—who attempted to overcome their faults in
order to establish a new nation that would be a paragon of governance. For the
armchair historian, here is an exciting new look at our country’s origins.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Burns finds a fresh way to tilt history's looking glass to reveal additional facets of these compelling men.”
(Kirkus Reviews)

“Original and entertaining . . . Burns unearths some unusual nuggets of information . . .” (Associated Press)

“Entertaining, informative, and well-reasoned.” (Washington D.C. Examiner)

About the Author
Eric Burns, a former NBC News correspondent and Today Show pundit, appears regularly as a commentator
for Entertainment Tonight and hosts A&E’s Arts & Entertainment Revue. He lives in Westport, Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

The book Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a More
Perfect Union make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make studying a book Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the
Price of a More Perfect Union to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open
and read a book Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a More
Perfect Union. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Janice Nolan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the
Price of a More Perfect Union it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.



Nicholas Poston:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the
Price of a More Perfect Union was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Kyra Franson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Virtue, Valor, and Vanity:
The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a More Perfect Union as well as others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add
their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Virtue, Valor, and Vanity:
The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a More Perfect Union to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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