
What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic
Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling

By Sandra Wilde

What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics,
and Spelling By Sandra Wilde

To many teachers who began their careers with basal readers, the schwa sound
was part of what led them to whole language in the first place. If they didn't even
understand linguistic terminology themselves, how could they be expected to
teach it to kids? Yet many teachers still wonder about letters and sounds and
phonics. What role does phonics play in learning to read? Does it still have a
place in classrooms where children are becoming literate through rich
experiences with literature and writing? Why have the debates about phonics
continued and in some ways grown more heated?

In What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? Sandra Wilde answers these and many other
questions related to phonics and its relationship to learning to read and spell. She
makes a forceful case that teachers who have a working knowledge about the
English sound system are not only more powerful observers of students' reading
and invented spelling, but also more informed participants in the current debates
about the role of phonics in learning to read.

The first part of the book is a lively exploration of the English sound system and
its relation to written language for both reading and spelling. This mini-course in
linguistics is reader friendly and accessible to even the most linguistics-phobic
classroom teacher. Of special interest to those who work with diverse populations
is a chapter-length discussion of language variation such as Black English and its
role in learning to read and spell.

The second part of the book helps readers apply their new knowledge about
sounds, letters, and the relationship between them to the classroom. Chapter 5,
"Skills and the Big Phonics Debate," applies theory, research, and common sense
to debates about the role of phonics in learning to read and spell. The next two
chapters take a close look at a number of writing samples and reading miscues,
illuminating how a knowledgeable teacher can appreciate "error" as a reflection
of children's developing understandings of written language.

Sandra Wilde's work with invented spelling has helped us discover that the better
we understand what children are doing, the more responsive and creative we can
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be as teachers. What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? continues this work by helping
teachers deepen and extend their knowledge base about written language and the
way children perceive it, always with the goal of helping children continue to
grow and develop as readers and writers.
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To many teachers who began their careers with basal readers, the schwa sound was part of what led them to
whole language in the first place. If they didn't even understand linguistic terminology themselves, how
could they be expected to teach it to kids? Yet many teachers still wonder about letters and sounds and
phonics. What role does phonics play in learning to read? Does it still have a place in classrooms where
children are becoming literate through rich experiences with literature and writing? Why have the debates
about phonics continued and in some ways grown more heated?

In What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? Sandra Wilde answers these and many other questions related to phonics
and its relationship to learning to read and spell. She makes a forceful case that teachers who have a working
knowledge about the English sound system are not only more powerful observers of students' reading and
invented spelling, but also more informed participants in the current debates about the role of phonics in
learning to read.

The first part of the book is a lively exploration of the English sound system and its relation to written
language for both reading and spelling. This mini-course in linguistics is reader friendly and accessible to
even the most linguistics-phobic classroom teacher. Of special interest to those who work with diverse
populations is a chapter-length discussion of language variation such as Black English and its role in learning
to read and spell.

The second part of the book helps readers apply their new knowledge about sounds, letters, and the
relationship between them to the classroom. Chapter 5, "Skills and the Big Phonics Debate," applies theory,
research, and common sense to debates about the role of phonics in learning to read and spell. The next two
chapters take a close look at a number of writing samples and reading miscues, illuminating how a
knowledgeable teacher can appreciate "error" as a reflection of children's developing understandings of
written language.

Sandra Wilde's work with invented spelling has helped us discover that the better we understand what
children are doing, the more responsive and creative we can be as teachers. What's a Schwa Sound Anyway?
continues this work by helping teachers deepen and extend their knowledge base about written language and
the way children perceive it, always with the goal of helping children continue to grow and develop as
readers and writers.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Working with the concept of invented spelling, Wilde helps teachers discover the better ways to help
children develop as readers and writers.”–Writing Teacher

About the Author
Sandra Wilde, Ph.D., is the author of numerous Heinemann professional books including Quantity & Quality
and Funner Grammar as well as the firsthand classroom resource Strategic Spelling. She is widely
recognized for her expertise in developmental spelling and her advocacy of holistic approaches to spelling
and phonics. She is Professor of Curriculum and Teaching at Hunter College, City University of New York.
She is best known for her work in invented spelling, phonics and miscue analysis. She specializes in showing
teachers how kids' invented spellings and miscues can help us work with them in more sophisticated and
learner-centered ways. Looking at what kids do as they read and write is at the heart of Sandra's
presentations and workshops. She can do lively keynote presentations that highlight the interesting things
that we can learn by paying close attention to students' invented spellings and miscues, as well as workshops
of varying lengths that focus on student-centered teaching of spelling and phonics. She has recently begun
offering workshops that focus on understanding students' miscues as a guide to appropriate instruction,
particularly for struggling readers. She lives in New York City. Sandra is quoted in this Huffington Post
article about trends in grammar instruction in the Common Core era.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Miller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A
Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Michael Davis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to
Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling as the daily resource information.



Joseph Franson:

This book untitled What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book
from your list.

Aurora Ammon:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A
Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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