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Since the first days of rivalry between the Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss,
aircraft manufacturers have been vying for lucrative military aircraft contracts
and competing for prized long-term production runs. As a result, many advanced
and now legendary aircraft have been designed, built, and flown in every
generation of aviation development. Focusing on the Cold War era, this book
shows readers how crucial fly-off competitions have been to the development of
America's military air arsenal.

This book not only explains in detail how fly-off competitions are conducted, it
shows the reader what both competing aircraft designs looked like during their
trials, and then what the losing aircraft would have looked like in operational
markings had it actually won. Described in vivid detail are the specific aircraft
and how they fared, as well as the inside political maneuvering and subterfuge
involved in often-controversial aircraft contract awards.

Beginning with the Boeing B-47 Stratojet's decisive victory over rival Convair
and Martin designs and ending with today's advanced unmanned aerial marvels,
this book covers every era of Post-World War II aviation. Author Erik Simonsen
uses 120,000 words of text and over 550 photos, some uniquely created for this
work, to provide the reader with many of aviation's most tantalizing 'might have
beens'.
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Since the first days of rivalry between the Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss, aircraft manufacturers have
been vying for lucrative military aircraft contracts and competing for prized long-term production runs. As a
result, many advanced and now legendary aircraft have been designed, built, and flown in every generation
of aviation development. Focusing on the Cold War era, this book shows readers how crucial fly-off
competitions have been to the development of America's military air arsenal.

This book not only explains in detail how fly-off competitions are conducted, it shows the reader what both
competing aircraft designs looked like during their trials, and then what the losing aircraft would have looked
like in operational markings had it actually won. Described in vivid detail are the specific aircraft and how
they fared, as well as the inside political maneuvering and subterfuge involved in often-controversial aircraft
contract awards.

Beginning with the Boeing B-47 Stratojet's decisive victory over rival Convair and Martin designs and
ending with today's advanced unmanned aerial marvels, this book covers every era of Post-World War II
aviation. Author Erik Simonsen uses 120,000 words of text and over 550 photos, some uniquely created for
this work, to provide the reader with many of aviation's most tantalizing 'might have beens'.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An outstanding tale of post-WWII-era-fly-off competitions for bombers and fighters. A must read.” (Fran
Landrus IPMS/USA 2016-07-22)

"All in all, this is a very good book produced to extremely high standards that will fill an important gap in
any aviation history collection." (George Hulett Air Classics 2016-08-10)

"An interesting look into the competition process as well as a useful history of aviation evolution." (Chris
Banyai-Riepl Internet Modeler 2016-09-19)

"Simonsen's superb study sports lots of spellbinding stuff." (David L. Veres Cybermodeler 2016-07-15)

"Simonsen's fascinating review of key procurement programs is sure to engender nostaligia." (Philip
Handleman Aviation History 2016-11-23)

"... makes for fascinating reading." (Guy Norris Aviation Week 2016-12-19)

"Excellent entertainment for American aerophiles everywhere." (Finescale Modeler Magazine 2016-09-26)

From the Back Cover
This book not only explains in detail how fly-off competitions are conducted, it shows the reader what both
competing aircraft designs looked like during their trials, and then how the losing aircraft would have
actually looked in operational markings had it won. Described in vivid detail are the specific aircraft and
how they fared, as well as the inside political maneuvering and subterfuge involved in often-controversial
aircraft contract awards.

Beginning with the Boeing B-47 Stratojet's decisive victory over rival Convair and Martin bomber designs
and ending with today's Lockheed F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, this book covers every era of Post–World War II
aviation. Author Erik Simonsen uses his advanced modeling skills coupled with the wonders of modern
digital photography to create highly believable images of aviation's most tantalizing "might have beens."

About the Author
Since the late 1960s Erik Simonsen has been photographing all types of military, commercial, business and
sports aviation subjects. What started as a hobby has turned into part-time professional work, as Simonsen
authored two photographically illustrated books, entitled Spy Planes and This is Stealth, and numerous
magazine articles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This A Complete History of U.S. Combat Aircraft Fly-Off



Competitions: Winners, Losers, and What Might Have Been book is readable by means of you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding A
Complete History of U.S. Combat Aircraft Fly-Off Competitions: Winners, Losers, and What Might Have
Been content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking A Complete History of
U.S. Combat Aircraft Fly-Off Competitions: Winners, Losers, and What Might Have Been is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Robert Stitt:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take A Complete History of U.S. Combat Aircraft Fly-Off Competitions: Winners,
Losers, and What Might Have Been as the daily resource information.

Camille Wolfe:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this A
Complete History of U.S. Combat Aircraft Fly-Off Competitions: Winners, Losers, and What Might Have
Been.

Lisa Phelps:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled A Complete
History of U.S. Combat Aircraft Fly-Off Competitions: Winners, Losers, and What Might Have Been your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The A Complete History of U.S.
Combat Aircraft Fly-Off Competitions: Winners, Losers, and What Might Have Been giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?
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