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"Before last summer Maureen and I were best friends....At least I think we were.
I don't know what happened exactly. As some people who get hit by trucks
sometimes say,'I didn't see anything coming.'"

When her best friend since the third grade starts acting as though Debbie doesn't
exist, Debbie finds out the hard way that life can be a lonesome place. But in the
end the heroine of this wryly funny coming-of-age story--a girl who lives in a
house covered with stuff that is supposed to look like bricks but is just a fake
brick pattern--discovers that even the hourly tragedies of junior high school can
have silver linings, just as a house covered with Insul-Brick can protect a real
home. This first novel shines--fun, engrossing, bittersweet, and wonderfully
unpredictable.
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When her best friend since the third grade starts acting as though Debbie doesn't exist, Debbie finds out the
hard way that life can be a lonesome place. But in the end the heroine of this wryly funny coming-of-age
story--a girl who lives in a house covered with stuff that is supposed to look like bricks but is just a fake
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
PW called this first novel about a 13-year-old girl's feelings of abandonment when her best friend finds a
new buddy "a lively coming-of-age story filled with touching moments." Ages 10-up. (Mar.) n

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Gr 4-8-Debbie feels that she is "all alone in the universe," when her best friend Maureen suddenly starts
spending all her time with their classmate, Glenna. As Debbie mourns her changing relationship with
Maureen, she slowly begins the process of forming new friendships. This touching story by Lynne Rae
Perkins (Greenwillow, 1999) of friendships lost and made, told through Debbie's first person point of view,
is deftly narrated by actress Hope Davis. Davis believably portrays Debbie's confusion, sadness, and general
moping about. The only downside to this audiobook is that listeners don't see the appealing illustrations by
the author that appear in the book . This excellent audio version will appeal to upper elementary and middle
school girls.

Lori Craft, Itasca Community Library, IL

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Grade 5-8-Debbie and Maureen are in middle school; they've been best friends since third grade. At least
they were until Glenna Flaiber arrives on the scene and becomes a major threat to their relationship. Debbie
is comfortable being "Frick and Frack," as her father calls them, and becoming like the Three Musketeers is
not appealing to her. When Maureen and Glenna vacation together and begin to share secrets that exclude
her, Debbie begins to feel "all alone in the universe." In truth, Maureen likes both girls, but Glenna's constant
presence is hard for the jealous friend to take and Debbie is gradually pushed out of the picture. With the
help of a caring teacher and some new adult friends, she realizes that Maureen, not Glenna, is ultimately
responsible for ending their friendship, and that's what hurts the most. Debbie is gently guided along to reach
out to some new girls, and finds that she can be friends with many different types of people. The ending is
realistic. There are no magical solutions or potions that bring the former friends back together. As in real life,
growth occurs, relationships change, and the girls move on. A poignant story written with sensitivity and
tenderness.
Roxanne Burg, Thousand Oaks Library, CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

The book All Alone in the Universe give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big



problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book All Alone in the Universe being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide All Alone
in the Universe. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Gabriel Reed:

The book All Alone in the Universe can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book All Alone in the Universe? A
few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book All Alone in the Universe has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Crist:

This All Alone in the Universe is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having All Alone in the Universe in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Candice Sharkey:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication All Alone in the Universe was filled about science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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