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Black Internationalist Feminism examines how African American women writers
affiliated themselves with the post-World War II Black Communist Left and
developed a distinct strand of feminism. This vital yet largely overlooked
feminist tradition built upon and critically retheorized the postwar Left's
"nationalist internationalism," which connected the liberation of Blacks in the
United States to the liberation of Third World nations and the worldwide
proletariat. Black internationalist feminism critiques racist, heteronormative, and
masculinist articulations of nationalism while maintaining the importance of
national liberation movements for achieving Black women's social, political, and
economic rights.
 
Cheryl Higashida shows how Claudia Jones, Lorraine Hansberry, Alice
Childress, Rosa Guy, Audre Lorde, and Maya Angelou worked within and
against established literary forms to demonstrate that nationalist internationalism
was linked to struggles against heterosexism and patriarchy. Exploring a diverse
range of plays, novels, essays, poetry, and reportage, Higashida illustrates how
literature is a crucial lens for studying Black internationalist feminism because
these authors were at the forefront of bringing the perspectives and problems of
black women to light against their marginalization and silencing.
 
In examining writing by Black Left women from 1945–1995, Black
Internationalist Feminism contributes to recent efforts to rehistoricize the Old
Left, Civil Rights, Black Power, and second-wave Black women's movements.
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Black internationalist feminism because these authors were at the forefront of bringing the perspectives and
problems of black women to light against their marginalization and silencing.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Indispensable reading for the project of intellectual decolonization of the Cold War era."--Against the
Current

"This wonderful book makes a major contribution in rethinking the vitality and importance of the African
American Left in the Cold War era. It combines insightful readings, careful research, and a grasp of the
historical context that I have rarely seen."
--James Smethurst, author of The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the
Harlem Renaissance

"A powerful revisioning of the relationship between black feminism and nationalism."--The Journal of
American History

"Higashida provides a very strong and indisputable corrective to contemporary scholarly trends and a
profound rethinking of established narratives of both radicalism and Black feminism. An accomplished blend
of radical social history and literary analysis, this book promises to revolutionize the field."
--Michelle Ann Stephens, author of Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean
Intellectuals in the United States, 1914–1962

 
 
 
"This unique study opens up fascinating new areas of discussion in feminism, literary studies, and political
history.  Highly recommended."--Choice

"Black Internationalist Feminism:  Women Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 advances our knowledge of
radical Black internationalism as it accounts for the contributions of women writers who were also activists
and major contributors to that formulation."--Labour/La Travail

About the Author

 
Cheryl Higashida is an assistant professor of English at the University of Colorado at Boulder.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-



book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Black Internationalist Feminism:
Women Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Jesse Kennedy:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Black Internationalist Feminism: Women
Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Tracy Rojas:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Black Internationalist Feminism: Women
Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Andrea Lampkin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Black Internationalist Feminism: Women
Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Black
Internationalist Feminism: Women Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 as good book not only by the cover
but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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