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Dan Graham's  Rock My Religion (1982--1984) is a video essay populated by
punk and rock performers (Patti Smith, Jim Morrison, Jerry Lee Lewis, and
Eddie Cochran) and historical figures (including Ann Lee, founder of the
Shakers). It represented a coming together of narrative voice-overs, singing and
shouting voices, and jarring sounds and overlaid texts that proposed a historical
genealogy of rock music and an ambitious thesis about the origins of North
America's popular culture. Because of its passionate embrace of underground
music, its low-fi aesthetics, interest in politics, and liberal approach to
historiography, the video has become a landmark work in the history of
contemporary moving image and art; but it has remained, possibly for the same
reasons, one of Graham's least written about works--underappreciated and
possibly misunderstood by the critics who otherwise celebrate him. This
illustrated study of Graham's groundbreaking work fills that critical gap. Kodwo
Eshun examines Rock My Religion not only in terms of contemporary art and
Graham's wider body of work but also as part of the broader culture of the time.
He explores the relationship between Graham and New York's underground
music scene of the 1980s, connecting the artistic methods of the No Wave bands-
-especially their group dynamics and relationship to the audience--and Rock My
Religion's treatment of working class identity and culture.
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Dan Graham's  Rock My Religion (1982--1984) is a video essay populated by punk and rock performers
(Patti Smith, Jim Morrison, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Eddie Cochran) and historical figures (including Ann Lee,
founder of the Shakers). It represented a coming together of narrative voice-overs, singing and shouting
voices, and jarring sounds and overlaid texts that proposed a historical genealogy of rock music and an
ambitious thesis about the origins of North America's popular culture. Because of its passionate embrace of
underground music, its low-fi aesthetics, interest in politics, and liberal approach to historiography, the video
has become a landmark work in the history of contemporary moving image and art; but it has remained,
possibly for the same reasons, one of Graham's least written about works--underappreciated and possibly
misunderstood by the critics who otherwise celebrate him. This illustrated study of Graham's groundbreaking
work fills that critical gap. Kodwo Eshun examines Rock My Religion not only in terms of contemporary art
and Graham's wider body of work but also as part of the broader culture of the time. He explores the
relationship between Graham and New York's underground music scene of the 1980s, connecting the artistic
methods of the No Wave bands--especially their group dynamics and relationship to the audience--and Rock
My Religion's treatment of working class identity and culture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kodwo Eshun lectures in Aural and Visual Culture at Goldsmiths College, University of London. In 2002 he
cofounded, with Anjalika Sagar, The Otolith Group, a collective working across film and video, artists'
writing, and exhibition curation. He is the author of More Brilliant than the Sun: Adventures in Sonic Fiction
and has written for publications including The Guardian, The Wire, and frieze.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Carter:

The book Dan Graham: Rock My Religion (Afterall Books / One Work) gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Dan Graham: Rock My Religion (Afterall Books / One Work) being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Dan Graham: Rock My Religion
(Afterall Books / One Work). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Glory Ruiz:

The reason why? Because this Dan Graham: Rock My Religion (Afterall Books / One Work) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Scott Hicks:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Dan Graham: Rock My Religion (Afterall Books / One Work) this



reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all
of you.

Lisa Robinson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Dan Graham: Rock My Religion (Afterall Books / One
Work) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dan Graham: Rock My
Religion (Afterall Books / One Work) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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