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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Ernaux's best subject is Ernaux. Her autobiographical novels like Cleaned Out, A Woman's Story, A Man's
Place and Simple Passion succeeded brilliantly because Ernaux is mordantly critical of every
character?especially her own. As the title suggests, this isn't a meditation on Ernaux's inner workings but
rather a writer's notebook of observations from which Ernaux herself is largely absent. Most of the pieces
arise from rail trips between Paris and her home in Cergy-Pontoise, "a new town 40 kilometers outside of
Paris." Ernaux's keenest insights are into the uncomfortable relationships between those who live on society's
fringes and those more securely in its center. She describes a man leaning against a wall in a subway
corridor: "He was not asking for money. Drawing level with him, one noticed that his fly was open,
revealing his balls. An unbearable sight?a shattering form of dignity." She recalls pedestrians who carefully
avoid a section of pavement inscribed by an absent petitioner: "To buy food. I have no family." Contrasted
with this is the tortured relationship between people and materialism. "I realize," she says, "that I am forever
combing reality for signs of literature." But these are just signs. Assembled in this loose and largely
unremarkable series of vignettes, they are not yet literature.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author
Born in 1940, ANNIE ERNAUX grew up in Normandy, studied at Rouen University, and began teaching
high school. From 1977 to 2000, she was a professor at the Centre National d’Enseignement par
Correspondance. Her books, in particular A Man’s Place and A Woman’s Story, have become contemporary
classics in France. She won the prestigious Prix Renaudot for A Man's Place when it was first published in
French in 1984. The English edition was a New York Times Notable Book and a finalist for the Los Angeles
Times Book Prize. The English edition of A Woman’s Story was a New York Times Notable Book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Albin:

The book Exteriors can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Exteriors? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Exteriors has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra McLean:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice



give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Exteriors is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jane Moore:

The reserve with title Exteriors posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Richard Vedder:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Exteriors we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life by this book Exteriors. You can more appealing than now.
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