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A classic how-to manual, William Wallace Cook's Plotto is one writer's
personal theory--"Purpose, opposed by Obstacle, yields Conflict"--
painstakingly diagrammed through hundreds of situations and scenarios

A classic how-to manual, William Wallace Cook’s Plotto is one writer’s personal
method, painstakingly diagrammed for the benefit of others. The theory itself
may be simple?“Purpose, opposed by Obstacle, yields Conflict”?but Cook takes
his “Plottoist” through hundreds of situations and scenarios, guiding the reader’s
hand through a dizzying array of “purposes” and “obstacles.” The method is
broken down into three stages: 1. The Master Plot 2. The Conflict Situation 3.
Character Combinations In the first stage, Cook demonstrates that “a character
with particular traits . . . finds himself in a situation . . . and this is how it turns
out.” Following this, each Master Plot leads the reader to a list of circumstances,
distributed among twenty different Conflict Groups (these range from “Love’s
Beginning,” to “Personal Limitations,” to “Transgression”). Finally, in Character
Combinations, Cook offers an extensive index of protagonists for what serves as
an inexhaustible reservoir of suggestions and inspiration.
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A classic how-to manual, William Wallace Cook's Plotto is one writer's personal theory--"Purpose,
opposed by Obstacle, yields Conflict"--painstakingly diagrammed through hundreds of situations and
scenarios

A classic how-to manual, William Wallace Cook’s Plotto is one writer’s personal method, painstakingly
diagrammed for the benefit of others. The theory itself may be simple?“Purpose, opposed by Obstacle, yields
Conflict”?but Cook takes his “Plottoist” through hundreds of situations and scenarios, guiding the reader’s
hand through a dizzying array of “purposes” and “obstacles.” The method is broken down into three stages:
1. The Master Plot 2. The Conflict Situation 3. Character Combinations In the first stage, Cook demonstrates
that “a character with particular traits . . . finds himself in a situation . . . and this is how it turns out.”
Following this, each Master Plot leads the reader to a list of circumstances, distributed among twenty
different Conflict Groups (these range from “Love’s Beginning,” to “Personal Limitations,” to
“Transgression”). Finally, in Character Combinations, Cook offers an extensive index of protagonists for
what serves as an inexhaustible reservoir of suggestions and inspiration.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Plotto has just been reissued for the edification of novelists everywhere.” (NPR)

“Plotto is a reference guide that is at once dense, artful, and hilarious.” (Brainpickings)

“"A freaky plot museum containing every twist under the sun."” (Chris Baty, Founder of NanoWriMo and
author of NO PLOT? NO PROBLEM)

About the Author
William Wallace Cook was born in Marshall, Michigan, in 1867. He was the author of a memoir, The
Fiction Factory, as well as dozens of Westerns and science-fiction novels, many of which were adapted into
films. He was nicknamed “the man who deforested Canada” for the volume of stories he fed into the pulp-
magazine mill. He spent five years composing Plotto before finally publishing it in 1928. Cook died in his
hometown of Marshall in 1933.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Tyrrell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Plotto: The Master Book of All Plots.

Contessa Watkins:

The reserve with title Plotto: The Master Book of All Plots has a lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Plotto: The Master Book of All Plots can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your



knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Plotto: The Master Book of
All Plots however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Kevin Masterson:

This Plotto: The Master Book of All Plots is new way for you who has interest to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Plotto: The Master Book of All Plots can be
the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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