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The author has three goals in writing this book. The first is to explore large-group
identity such as ethnic identity, diplomacy, political propaganda, terrorism and
the role of leaders in international affairs. The second goal is to describe societal
and political responses to trauma at the hands of the Other, large-group
mourning, and the appearance of the history of ancestors and its consequences.
The third goal is to expand theories of large-group psychology in its own right
and define concepts illustrating what happens when tens of thousands or millions
of people share similar psychological journeys.

Vamik D. Volkan is a psychoanalyst who has been involved in unofficial
diplomacy for thirty-five years. His interdisciplinary team has brought "enemy"
representatives, such as Israelis and Arabs, Russians and Estonians, Georgians
and South Ossetians, together for dialogue. He has spent time in refugee camps
and met many world leaders. In 2008 he initiated the International Dialogue
Initiative (IDI), and is one of the IDI leaders who brings together unofficial
representatives, including psychoanalysts, psychoanalytic group therapists and
former diplomats, from Lebanon, Germany, Iran, Israel, Russia, Turkey, UK, and
USA to discuss world affairs from different points of view and evaluate
psychological issues that contaminate them.

As far-reaching developments in communication technology and modern
globalization are occurring and changing human civilization, the author´s work
finds a crucial place for psychodynamic thinking in world affairs.
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The author has three goals in writing this book. The first is to explore large-group identity such as ethnic
identity, diplomacy, political propaganda, terrorism and the role of leaders in international affairs. The
second goal is to describe societal and political responses to trauma at the hands of the Other, large-group
mourning, and the appearance of the history of ancestors and its consequences. The third goal is to expand
theories of large-group psychology in its own right and define concepts illustrating what happens when tens
of thousands or millions of people share similar psychological journeys.

Vamik D. Volkan is a psychoanalyst who has been involved in unofficial diplomacy for thirty-five years. His
interdisciplinary team has brought "enemy" representatives, such as Israelis and Arabs, Russians and
Estonians, Georgians and South Ossetians, together for dialogue. He has spent time in refugee camps and
met many world leaders. In 2008 he initiated the International Dialogue Initiative (IDI), and is one of the IDI
leaders who brings together unofficial representatives, including psychoanalysts, psychoanalytic group
therapists and former diplomats, from Lebanon, Germany, Iran, Israel, Russia, Turkey, UK, and USA to
discuss world affairs from different points of view and evaluate psychological issues that contaminate them.

As far-reaching developments in communication technology and modern globalization are occurring and
changing human civilization, the author´s work finds a crucial place for psychodynamic thinking in world
affairs.
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Editorial Review

Review
"What makes us behave so irrationally in large groups? We examine our traumatic histories, study our
religions, explore the complexities of our political life and investigate the psychologies of troubled
individuals. But we stand in ignorant horror as we too regularly witness large groups murder neighbours,
destroy futures, and sacrifice children. Is there any way to use the insights of depth psychology to help gain
perspective on our regular outbreaks of collective madness? Can we begin to grasp the patterns and sources
of irrationality so that we can help diplomats and politicians to shape their interventions?
In this extraordinary book, Vamik Volkan brings together his experience as psychoanalyst, consultant to
diplomats, and mobiliser of troubled communities. Step by step, with focused examples and evocative
principles, he lays out a readily graspable roadmap to the irrational behaviour of large groups. This book
should be required reading for those who have to deal with our society’s chaos: diplomats, politicians, and all
the rest of us who worry about our future." (Edward R. Shapiro, MD, Former Medical Director/CEO, Austen
Riggs Center; Clinical Professor of Psychiatry)

"This book is another brilliant contribution to the literature by Vamik Volkan. Volkan’s emphasis on deeply
repressed unconscious affects, representations, and identity in large groups and their leaders permits an
effective understanding of their enormous power. His vast personal experience and knowledge of historical
context instruct the reader on the critical importance of time, trust, and language in the evolution of group
dynamics. A masterful and original interdisciplinary creation, Volkan’s work will be of great value to
diplomats, political scientists, historians, and psychoanalysts who seek to understand large group behaviour."
(Vivian B. Pender, MD, the main Representative of the Committee)

"Dr Volkan’s book is an outstanding and much-needed contribution to psychoanalytic large-group
psychology theory. Starting from his deep understanding of the individual human mind, he integrates the
concepts of ethnicity, ideology, and religion in the psychology of large group and individual identity, and
demonstrates how these concepts influence groups’ and individual’s interaction with leaders. His
extraordinary insights will be an essential tool to statesmen, diplomats, political scientists, mental health
professionals, and psychoanalysts interested in understanding the unconscious psychodynamics of national
and international group conflict and resolution. Dr Volkan’s expansion of psychoanalytic group psychology
theory applied to politics and international relations makes him the father of psychoanalytic political
psychology." (Carlos Alberto Sanchez, MD, psychiatrist and psychoanalyst; Assistant Clinical Professor of
Psychiatry)

About the Author
Vamik D. Volkan is Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Virginia School of Medicine, an
Emeritus Training and Supervising Analyst at the Washington Psychoanalytic Institute and the Senior Erik
Erikson Scholar at the Austen Riggs Center in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. He was the Medical Director of
the University of Virginia's Blue Ridge Hospital and director of the University of Virginia's Center for the
Study of Mind and Human Interaction. He is a past president of the International Society of Political
Psychology, the Virginia Psychoanalytic Society, the Turkish-American Neuropsychiatric Association, and
the American College of Psychoanalysts. He is also the author or co-author of forty books and the editor or
co-editor of ten more. He has served on the editorial boards of sixteen professional journals including the
Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, and has published more than four hundred scientific
papers or book chapters.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Psychoanalysis, International Relations,
and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group Psychology. All type of book is it possible to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Keith Taylor:

This Psychoanalysis, International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group Psychology
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Psychoanalysis, International
Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group Psychology without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Psychoanalysis,
International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group Psychology can bring when you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Psychoanalysis, International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on
Large-Group Psychology having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Lorraine Joyner:

The book Psychoanalysis, International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group
Psychology will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book
Psychoanalysis, International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group Psychology is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Henry Stehle:

Psychoanalysis, International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on Large-Group Psychology can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Psychoanalysis, International Relations, and Diplomacy: A Sourcebook on
Large-Group Psychology yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into



new stage of crucial imagining.
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