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'What God has joined together, let no one put asunder' is a motto for this
commentary. Against a prevailing theological tradition that God's compassion is
for human beings only and not also for non-human creation and the earth,
Tonstad raises his voice in protest. The 'sundering' omissions are so monumental
that only a renewed reading of Romans from the ground up can hope to undo
them. If we read Romans through the eyes of Tonstad, Paul will be found to be
speaking about the faithfulness of Christ and not only about faith in Christ; to be
describing sin in societal terms and not only as a problem of individuals; his
enigmatic 'I' in Romans 7 can be understood as telling the story of Eve and not
only rehashing his own biography; and Paul will be seen to give voice to non-
human creation and the earth to a degree that is elsewhere heard in the Bible only
in the Old Testament and, of course, hardly ever in the pulpit or the seminary.
The theology of Romans will turn out to be an inclusive theology of divine
compassion rather than a theology of divine sovereignty, arbitrarily exercised. On
the theological foundation of compassion, Paul outlines an ethical vision of
compassion in human community, with regard to citizenship and government,
and in the mixed fellowship of Jews and Gentiles in the house churches in Rome.
Paul's ecological bona fides are inseparable from his theological vision and not
an imposition from without; his call to mercy blends with the best and most
urgent sentiments of contemporary ecologists. In the striking reciprocity between
theology and ecology in Romans, Paul puts on display what God has joined
together, and, better still, what God has done to join together all that is asunder.
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'What God has joined together, let no one put asunder' is a motto for this commentary. Against a prevailing
theological tradition that God's compassion is for human beings only and not also for non-human creation
and the earth, Tonstad raises his voice in protest. The 'sundering' omissions are so monumental that only a
renewed reading of Romans from the ground up can hope to undo them. If we read Romans through the eyes
of Tonstad, Paul will be found to be speaking about the faithfulness of Christ and not only about faith in
Christ; to be describing sin in societal terms and not only as a problem of individuals; his enigmatic 'I' in
Romans 7 can be understood as telling the story of Eve and not only rehashing his own biography; and Paul
will be seen to give voice to non-human creation and the earth to a degree that is elsewhere heard in the
Bible only in the Old Testament and, of course, hardly ever in the pulpit or the seminary. The theology of
Romans will turn out to be an inclusive theology of divine compassion rather than a theology of divine
sovereignty, arbitrarily exercised. On the theological foundation of compassion, Paul outlines an ethical
vision of compassion in human community, with regard to citizenship and government, and in the mixed
fellowship of Jews and Gentiles in the house churches in Rome. Paul's ecological bona fides are inseparable
from his theological vision and not an imposition from without; his call to mercy blends with the best and
most urgent sentiments of contemporary ecologists. In the striking reciprocity between theology and ecology
in Romans, Paul puts on display what God has joined together, and, better still, what God has done to join
together all that is asunder.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gloria Duncan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Letter to the Romans: Paul among the
Ecologists. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

James Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Letter to the Romans: Paul among the Ecologists
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book offers high quality.

Burton Zinn:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Letter to the Romans: Paul among the
Ecologists, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Rhonda Lanham:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Letter to the



Romans: Paul among the Ecologists that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Letter to the Romans: Paul among the Ecologists become
your own personal starter.
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