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A growing frustration with “spin doctors,” doublespeak, and outright lying by
public officials has resulted in a deep public cynicism regarding politics today. It
has also led many voters to seek out politicians who engage in “straight talk,” out
of a hope that sincerity signifies a dedication to the truth. While this is an
understandable reaction to the degradation of public discourse inflicted by
political hype, Elizabeth Markovits argues that the search for sincerity in the
public arena actually constitutes a dangerous distraction from more important
concerns, including factual truth and the ethical import of political statements.

Her argument takes her back to an examination of the Greek notion of parrhesia
(frank speech), and she draws from her study of the Platonic dialogues a nuanced
understanding of this ancient analogue of “straight talk.” She shows Plato to have
an appreciation for rhetoric rather than a desire to purge it from public life,
providing insights into the ways it can contribute to a fruitful form of deliberative
democracy today.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This original and provocative book contributes significantly to both classical political philosophy (the
relationship of Plato’s dialogues to democracy, then and now) and democratic theory (deliberative
democracy, participatory democracy, and feminist treatments of democracy). Markovits brilliantly connects
her interpretations of Plato’s texts to our own thinking about important political questions, examining
particularly the problematic role of sincerity in political communication. In so doing, she convincingly shows
that these classical texts are valuable resources for citizens.”

—Gerald Mara, Georgetown University

“What could be wrong with plain speech? Plenty, as it turns out. The appeal to straight talk in politics,
relying on sincerity norms in deliberative theory, and avoiding of the art of rhetoric in civic education can
lead to a dangerous naïveté regarding modern sophistry. Elizabeth Markovits knows that we can do better. In
place of the vain quest for communicative purity, this book offers vital resources for democratic
participation.”

—Robert Hariman, Northwestern University

“Engagingly written and interesting, this book is useful for political theorists interested in democratic theory,
rhetoric, and Greek thought.”

—D. J. Kapust, Choice

“This book is well worth reading, especially for those who are interested in Plato’s teachings on democratic
rhetoric, and especially for those interested in Gorgias.”

—Laurie M. Johnson Bagby, Review of Politics

About the Author

Elizabeth Markovits is Assistant Professor of Politics at Mount Holyoke College.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Epp:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic
Judgment.

Dennis James:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Politics of
Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic Judgment which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Ronald Griffin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and
Democratic Judgment as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic
Judgment to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Richard Lawrence:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic Judgment we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this
book The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic Judgment. You can more attractive than
now.
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