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"To write a beautiful book about suicide . . . to transform the subject into
something beautiful?this is the forbidding task that A. Alvarez set for
himself. . . . He has succeeded."?New York Times

"Suicide," writes the notes English poet and critic A. Alvarez, "has permeated
Western culture like a dye that cannot be washed out." Although the aims of this
compelling, compassionate work are broadly cultural and literary, the narrative is
rooted in personal experience: it begins with a long memoir of Sylvia Plath, and
ends with an account of the author's own suicide attempt. Within this dramatic
framework, Alvarez launches his enquiry into the final taboo of human behavior,
and traces changing attitudes towards suicide from the perspective of literature.
He follows the black thread leading from Dante through Donne and the romantic
agony, to the Savage God at the heart of modern literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The Savage God is the first study to attemp the historical, literary, philosophical dimensions of the mystery
of suicide. . . . It is brilliant, touching, and oddly passionate. . . . An ambitious, exhaustive exploration into
the nature of the self-destructive element in man.”
- Village Voice

About the Author
A. Alvarez is a highly acclaimed poet, novelist, literary critic, and author. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

This The Savage God: A Study of Suicide book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This The
Savage God: A Study of Suicide without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Savage God: A Study of Suicide can bring when you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This The Savage God: A Study of Suicide having very good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Bernadine Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Savage God: A Study of Suicide your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to.
The The Savage God: A Study of Suicide giving you another experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Tammara Dejesus:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Savage God: A Study of Suicide
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Savage God: A Study of Suicide as good
book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book



by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Christine Emmons:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Savage God: A Study of Suicide. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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