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Paul Courbin puts forward a penetrating and eloquent critique of the New
Archeology, a movement of primarily American and British archaeologists that
began in the 1960s and continues today. The New Archeologists dropped the "ae"
spelling, symbolizing their intent to put the field on a modern and scientific
footing. They questioned the bases, the objectives, and consequently the methods
of traditional archaeology.

Courbin examines this movement, its latent philosophy, its methods and their
application, its theories, and its results. He declares that the record shows a
devastating failure. The New Archeologists, he contends, may have developed
scientific hypotheses, but in most cases they failed to carry out what is necessary
to test their theories, thus contradicting the very goals they had set for the
discipline.

Reevaluating the field as a whole, Courbin asks, What is archaeology? He
distinguishes it from such related fields as history and anthropology,
emphatically arguing that the primary task of archaeology is what the
archaeologist alone can accomplish: the establishment of facts—stratigraphies,
time sequences, and identification tools, bones, potsherds, and so on. When
archaeological findings lead to historical or anthropological conclusions, as they
very often do, archaeologists must be aware that this involves a specific change
in their work; they are no longer archaeologists proper. The archaeologist's work,
Courbin stresses, is not a humble auxiliary of anthropology or history, but the
foundation upon which historians and anthropologists of ancient civilizations will
build and without which their theories cannot but collapse. What Is Archaeology?
was originally published in French in 1982.
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Paul Courbin puts forward a penetrating and eloquent critique of the New Archeology, a movement of
primarily American and British archaeologists that began in the 1960s and continues today. The New
Archeologists dropped the "ae" spelling, symbolizing their intent to put the field on a modern and scientific
footing. They questioned the bases, the objectives, and consequently the methods of traditional archaeology.

Courbin examines this movement, its latent philosophy, its methods and their application, its theories, and its
results. He declares that the record shows a devastating failure. The New Archeologists, he contends, may
have developed scientific hypotheses, but in most cases they failed to carry out what is necessary to test their
theories, thus contradicting the very goals they had set for the discipline.

Reevaluating the field as a whole, Courbin asks, What is archaeology? He distinguishes it from such related
fields as history and anthropology, emphatically arguing that the primary task of archaeology is what the
archaeologist alone can accomplish: the establishment of facts—stratigraphies, time sequences, and
identification tools, bones, potsherds, and so on. When archaeological findings lead to historical or
anthropological conclusions, as they very often do, archaeologists must be aware that this involves a specific
change in their work; they are no longer archaeologists proper. The archaeologist's work, Courbin stresses, is
not a humble auxiliary of anthropology or history, but the foundation upon which historians and
anthropologists of ancient civilizations will build and without which their theories cannot but collapse. What
Is Archaeology? was originally published in French in 1982.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the
Nature of Archaeological Research book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Steve Bennett:

What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing What Is
Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Sylvia Dozier:

The book untitled What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
learn.



Danny Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on
the Nature of Archaeological Research can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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