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What accounts for the apocalyptic angst that is now so clearly present among
Americans who do not subscribe to any religious orthodoxy? Why do so many
popular television shows, films, and music nourish themselves on this very
angst? And why do so many artists—from Coldplay to Tori Amos to Tom
Wolfe—feel compelled to give it expression?
 
It is tempting to say that America’s fears and anxieties are understandable in the
light of 9/11, the ongoing War on Terror, nuclear proliferation, and the seemingly
limitless capacity of science to continually challenge our conceptions of the
universe and ourselves. Perhaps, too, American culture remains so permeated by
Protestant Christianity that even avowed skeptics cannot pry themselves from its
grip.
 
In A Consumer’s Guide to the Apocalypse, Eduardo Velásquez argues that these
answers are too pat. Velásquez’s astonishing thesis is that when we peer into
contemporary artists’ creative depiction of our sensibilities we discover that the
antagonisms that fuel the current cultural wars stem from the same source.
Enthusiastic religions and dogmatic science, the flourishing of scientific reason
and the fascination with mystical darkness, cultural triumphalists and
multicultural ideologues are all sustained by the same thing: a willful
commitment to the basic tenets of the Enlightenment.
 
Velásquez makes his point with insightful readings of the music of Coldplay,
Tori Amos, and Dave Matthews and the fiction of Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen,
Chuck Palahniuk’s Fight Club, and Tom Wolfe’s I Am Charlotte Simmons.
Written with grace and humor, and directed toward the lay reader, A Consumer’s
Guide to the Apocalypse is a tour de force of cultural analysis.
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What accounts for the apocalyptic angst that is now so clearly present among Americans who do not
subscribe to any religious orthodoxy? Why do so many popular television shows, films, and music nourish
themselves on this very angst? And why do so many artists—from Coldplay to Tori Amos to Tom
Wolfe—feel compelled to give it expression?
 
It is tempting to say that America’s fears and anxieties are understandable in the light of 9/11, the ongoing
War on Terror, nuclear proliferation, and the seemingly limitless capacity of science to continually challenge
our conceptions of the universe and ourselves. Perhaps, too, American culture remains so permeated by
Protestant Christianity that even avowed skeptics cannot pry themselves from its grip.
 
In A Consumer’s Guide to the Apocalypse, Eduardo Velásquez argues that these answers are too pat.
Velásquez’s astonishing thesis is that when we peer into contemporary artists’ creative depiction of our
sensibilities we discover that the antagonisms that fuel the current cultural wars stem from the same source.
Enthusiastic religions and dogmatic science, the flourishing of scientific reason and the fascination with
mystical darkness, cultural triumphalists and multicultural ideologues are all sustained by the same thing: a
willful commitment to the basic tenets of the Enlightenment.
 
Velásquez makes his point with insightful readings of the music of Coldplay, Tori Amos, and Dave
Matthews and the fiction of Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen, Chuck Palahniuk’s Fight Club, and Tom Wolfe’s
I Am Charlotte Simmons. Written with grace and humor, and directed toward the lay reader, A Consumer’s
Guide to the Apocalypse is a tour de force of cultural analysis.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Eduardo Velásquez teaches political philosophy, science and the arts, literature, and popular culture at
Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. He has taught or held residence at Lake Forest
College, the University of Chicago, Haverford College, the University of Edinburgh, University College,
Oxford, and at Denmark’s International Study Program, affiliated with The University of Copenhagen. He
received his BA from the University of California at Santa Barbara and his MA and PhD from the University
of Chicago, all in political science. He is the editor of Love and Friendship: Rethinking Politics and
Affection in Modern Times and Nature, Woman, and the Art of Politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do
that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this A Consumer's Guide to the Apocalypse: Why There is No Cultural War in
America and Why We Will Perish Nonetheless (Religion and Contemporary Culture) to read.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their
book. One of them is this A Consumer's Guide to the Apocalypse: Why There is No Cultural War in
America and Why We Will Perish Nonetheless (Religion and Contemporary Culture).

Cynthia Necaise:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic



in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled A Consumer's Guide to the Apocalypse: Why There
is No Cultural War in America and Why We Will Perish Nonetheless (Religion and Contemporary Culture)
can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Julie Gooch:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Consumer's Guide to the Apocalypse: Why
There is No Cultural War in America and Why We Will Perish Nonetheless (Religion and Contemporary
Culture) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Consumer's
Guide to the Apocalypse: Why There is No Cultural War in America and Why We Will Perish Nonetheless
(Religion and Contemporary Culture) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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