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Ancient Greek music and music theory has fascinated scholars for centuries not
only because of its intrinsic interest as a part of ancient Greek culture but also
because the Greeks' grand concept of music has continued to stimulate musical
imaginations to the present day. Unlike earlier treatments of the subject,
"Apollo's Lyre" is aimed principally at the reader interested in the musical
typologies, the musical instruments, and especially the historical development of
music theory and its transmission through the Middle Ages. The basic method
and scope of the study are set out in a preliminary chapter, followed by two
chapters concentrating on the role of music in Greek society, musical typology,
organology, and performance practice. The next chapters are devoted to the
music theory itself, as it developed in three stages: in the treatises of Aristoxenus
and the Sectio canonis; during the period of revival in the second century C.E.;
and in late antiquity. Each theorist and treatise is considered separately but
always within the context of the emerging traditions. The theory provides a
remarkably complete and coherent system for explaining and analyzing musical
phenomena, and a great deal of its conceptual framework, as well as much of its
terminology, was borrowed and adapted by medieval Latin, Byzantine, and
Arabic music theorists, a legacy reviewed in the final chapter. Transcriptions and
analyses of some of the more complete pieces of Greek music preserved on
papyrus or stone, or in manuscript, are integrated with a consideration of the
musicopoetic types themselves. The book concludes with a comprehensive
bibliography for the field, updating and expanding the author's earlier
Bibliography of Sources for the Study of Ancient Greek Music.
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the historical development of music theory and its transmission through the Middle Ages. The basic method
and scope of the study are set out in a preliminary chapter, followed by two chapters concentrating on the
role of music in Greek society, musical typology, organology, and performance practice. The next chapters
are devoted to the music theory itself, as it developed in three stages: in the treatises of Aristoxenus and the
Sectio canonis; during the period of revival in the second century C.E.; and in late antiquity. Each theorist
and treatise is considered separately but always within the context of the emerging traditions. The theory
provides a remarkably complete and coherent system for explaining and analyzing musical phenomena, and
a great deal of its conceptual framework, as well as much of its terminology, was borrowed and adapted by
medieval Latin, Byzantine, and Arabic music theorists, a legacy reviewed in the final chapter. Transcriptions
and analyses of some of the more complete pieces of Greek music preserved on papyrus or stone, or in
manuscript, are integrated with a consideration of the musicopoetic types themselves. The book concludes
with a comprehensive bibliography for the field, updating and expanding the author's earlier Bibliography of
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Editorial Review

Review

“Apollo's Lyre is essential reading for all those interested in Greek music and music theory.”—Leofranc
Holford-Strevens, Early Music
(Leofranc Holford-Strevens Early Music)

"Apollo's Lyre is magisterial, encyclopedic, elegantly written, perfectly edited, temperate in its tone, and
meticulous in its argument. Further, its rich documentation in translation and in the original Greek gives it
the highest credibility. . . . One of its principal strengths [is] the presentation of subject matters from the
ancient sources in their original order an from their original viewpoint. This feature, aided by the author's
trenchant commentary, will permit readers repeatedly to engage the primary testimony and to construct their
own narratives from it in accordance with changing scholarly and pedagogical agendas. Such a book is
destined to become a basic reference and an indispensable foundation for advanced competence in the field
of ancient Greek music for decades to come."—Music Theory Spectrum
(Music Theory Spectrum)

"This is an important work, indispensable for anyone wishing to approach the field of ancient Greek
music."—Journal of the American Musicological Society
(Journal of the American Musicological Society)

About the Author
Thomas J. Mathiesen is David H. Jacobs Distinguished Professor of Music and Director of the Center for the
History of Music Theory and Literature at Indiana University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maureen Guzman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Apollo's Lyre: Greek Music and
Music Theory in Antiquity and the Middle Ages. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mark Thomas:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who



want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Apollo's Lyre: Greek Music and Music
Theory in Antiquity and the Middle Ages book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Deanna Marcantel:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Apollo's Lyre: Greek Music and Music Theory in Antiquity and
the Middle Ages it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book has high quality.

Hilary Winters:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Apollo's Lyre: Greek Music and Music Theory in
Antiquity and the Middle Ages can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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