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The studioli of the ducal palaces at Urbino and Gubbio, Italy, demonstrate
architecture's capacity to transact between the mental and physical realms of
human experience. Constructed between 1474 and 1483 for the military captain
Federico da Montefeltro and his young motherless son, the studioli may be
described as treasuries of emblems: they contain not things but images of things,
rendered with remarkable perspectival exactitude.

These small, image-filled chambers reflect how architecture and its ornament
equipped a quattrocento mind with metaphors for wisdom and methods for
statecraft and intellectual activity. Drawing on the densely layered imagery in the
studioli and text sources readily available to the Urbino court, Robert Kirkbride
examines the position of the studioli in the Western tradition of the memory arts,
considering how architecture bridged the mathematical arts, which lent
themselves to mechanical pursuits, and the art of rhetoric, a discipline central to
memory and eloquence.

As subtle ramifications of material and mental craft, the studioli provided ideal
methods for education and prudent governance, extending an ancient legacy of
open-ended models that were conceived to activate the imagination and exercise
the memory. At the time of their construction, the studioli represented the leading
edge of technologies of visual representation and offer a case study of how
contemporary advances in interactive technologies reactivate and transform
ancient metaphors for thought and learning.
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The studioli of the ducal palaces at Urbino and Gubbio, Italy, demonstrate architecture's capacity to transact
between the mental and physical realms of human experience. Constructed between 1474 and 1483 for the
military captain Federico da Montefeltro and his young motherless son, the studioli may be described as
treasuries of emblems: they contain not things but images of things, rendered with remarkable perspectival
exactitude.

These small, image-filled chambers reflect how architecture and its ornament equipped a quattrocento mind
with metaphors for wisdom and methods for statecraft and intellectual activity. Drawing on the densely
layered imagery in the studioli and text sources readily available to the Urbino court, Robert Kirkbride
examines the position of the studioli in the Western tradition of the memory arts, considering how
architecture bridged the mathematical arts, which lent themselves to mechanical pursuits, and the art of
rhetoric, a discipline central to memory and eloquence.

As subtle ramifications of material and mental craft, the studioli provided ideal methods for education and
prudent governance, extending an ancient legacy of open-ended models that were conceived to activate the
imagination and exercise the memory. At the time of their construction, the studioli represented the leading
edge of technologies of visual representation and offer a case study of how contemporary advances in
interactive technologies reactivate and transform ancient metaphors for thought and learning.
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Editorial Review

Review

A tour de force of scholarship and writing... full of insights, imaginative in its approach, very analytical and
yet very elegantly written.

(American Historical Association)

About the Author

Robert Kirkbride is director of studio 'patafisico and associate professor at Parsons The New School for
Design. His work has been exhibited and published widely, appearing in Vogue, the New York Times, Chora
4, Mark Magazine, Metropolis, and the film XX/XY. He has been a visiting scholar at the Canadian Centre for
Architecture; architect-in-residence at the Bogliasco Foundation in Genoa, Italy; an editorial board member
of the Nexus Network Journal; commissioning editor for Alphabet City; and conducts design charrettes at the
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Percy Brown:

The book Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro (Gutenberg-e)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro
(Gutenberg-e) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a e-book Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro
(Gutenberg-e). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Agnes Shivers:

This Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro (Gutenberg-e) usually
are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Architecture
and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro (Gutenberg-e) can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Architecture and
Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro (Gutenberg-e) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful



in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Sarah Frigo:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro
(Gutenberg-e) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Margaret Parker:

This Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro (Gutenberg-e) is new
way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this Architecture and Memory: The Renaissance Studioli of Federico da Montefeltro
(Gutenberg-e) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and also knowledge.
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