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The slaughter of animals for religious feasts, the tinkling of bells to ward off evil
during holy rites, the custom of dancing in religious services—these and many
other pagan practices persisted in the Christian church for hundreds of years after
Constantine proclaimed Christianity the one official religion of Rome. In this
book, Ramsay MacMullen investigates the transition from paganism to
Christianity between the fourth and eighth centuries. He reassesses the triumph of
Christianity, contending that it was neither tidy nor quick, and he shows that the
two religious systems were both vital during an interactive period that lasted far
longer than historians have previously believed.

MacMullen explores the influences of paganism and Christianity upon each
other. In a rich discussion of the different strengths of the two systems, he
demonstrates that pagan beliefs were not eclipsed or displaced by Christianity but
persisted or were transformed. The victory of the Christian church, he explains,
was one not of obliteration but of widening embrace and assimilation. This
fascinating book also includes new material on the Christian persecution of
pagans over the centuries through methods that ranged from fines to crucifixion;
the mixture of motives in conversion; the stubbornness of pagan resistance; the
difficulty of satisfying the demands and expectations of new converts; and the
degree of assimilation of Christianity to paganism.
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The slaughter of animals for religious feasts, the tinkling of bells to ward off evil during holy rites, the
custom of dancing in religious services—these and many other pagan practices persisted in the Christian
church for hundreds of years after Constantine proclaimed Christianity the one official religion of Rome. In
this book, Ramsay MacMullen investigates the transition from paganism to Christianity between the fourth
and eighth centuries. He reassesses the triumph of Christianity, contending that it was neither tidy nor quick,
and he shows that the two religious systems were both vital during an interactive period that lasted far longer
than historians have previously believed.

MacMullen explores the influences of paganism and Christianity upon each other. In a rich discussion of the
different strengths of the two systems, he demonstrates that pagan beliefs were not eclipsed or displaced by
Christianity but persisted or were transformed. The victory of the Christian church, he explains, was one not
of obliteration but of widening embrace and assimilation. This fascinating book also includes new material
on the Christian persecution of pagans over the centuries through methods that ranged from fines to
crucifixion; the mixture of motives in conversion; the stubbornness of pagan resistance; the difficulty of
satisfying the demands and expectations of new converts; and the degree of assimilation of Christianity to
paganism.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Christianity and Paganism in the
Fourth to Eighth Centuries to read.

Perla Baxter:

This Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. That Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries can bring any time you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries having good arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Christopher Burnham:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to
Eighth Centuries can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Francis King:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth
Centuries was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Christianity
and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young



adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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