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This widely adopted text offers practical guidance for working with substance
abusers and their families in a variety of clinical contexts. Expert contributors
present major assessment and treatment approaches together with detailed
recommendations for intervening with specific substances and meeting the needs
of different populations. Throughout, helpful case vignettes illustrate how to
translate the ideas presented into practice and overcome common stumbling
blocks. Practitioners and students will find all the information needed to stay
current in the field in this authoritative, comprehensive, and highly accessible
work.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Dr. Straussner has compiled a rich, comprehensive, up-to-date second edition. This volume builds on the
strengths of the original, with new chapters on clinical techniques, such as motivational interviewing, and
specific populations, such as gay and lesbian clients and the elderly. It provides tools that beginning
clinicians can pick up and run with in any treatment setting, while advanced therapists will value the depth,
clarity, and range of coverage. This is truly a book to be read cover to cover and consulted repeatedly in
working with particular kinds of addiction or special issues. It’s perfect for the classroom or for the
practicing clinician seeking an encyclopedic reference. From first-rate authors and a first-rate editor, an
outstanding text."--Stephanie Brown, PhD, The Addictions Institute, Menlo Park, California

"This second edition is an extremely useful, much-needed text for graduate students and direct practitioners
searching for effective ways to help substance-abusing clients. Dr. Straussner is a leading scholar and
clinician in the field of substance abuse treatment. She and her colleagues bridge the gap between theory and
practice and clearly articulate what has been shown scientifically to work with this particular population.
Comprehensive in both breadth and depth, this book will prove to be an invaluable resource for clinical
social workers and practicing psychologists."--Joseph P. Ryan, PhD, Children and Family Research Center,
School of Social Work, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

"Instructors teaching clinical substance abuse courses for social workers, counseling psychologists, addiction
counselors, and allied health professionals will find this book a valuable text. The entire book is very
readable, a feature that will appeal to students.
Intervention approaches include cognitive-behavioral, motivational enhancement, and solution-focused
techniques, reflecting state-of-the art-knowledge about what works with substance-abusing clients.
Traditional addiction approaches such as 12-step programs, relapse prevention techniques, and medications
are highlighted and nicely integrated with more recent approaches. Bringing the reader into the 21st century,
the new material in this edition reflects the many advances in the addictions field over the last decade.
Among the volume's many strengths are the case vignettes illustrating ways to apply the methods with
diverse clients and in a variety of practice settings."--Maryann Amodeo, MSW, PhD, Boston University
School of Social Work
 

"A richly designed text and resource tool for graduate counseling students as well as the novice and seasoned
professional substance abuse therapist. This book takes a multidimensional approach to assessment,
diagnosis, and treatment for today's substance abusing clients with specific emphasis on diverse
populations....Dr. Straussner pools experts in the addiction field who offer an easy-to-read clinical guide of
systematic strategies and methods for intervening in a world rough with the negative impact of alcohol and
other drugs on individuals, families, communities, and the criminal justice system....This book will prove to
be an asset to any graduate counseling curriculum, as well as an excellent reference guide for substance
abuse counselors and other mental health practitioners."
(Family Journal 2005-12-07)

About the Author



Shulamith Lala Ashenberg Straussner, DSW, LCSW, is Professor at the Shirley M. Ehrenkranz School of
Social Work at New York University, where she is also Director of the Post-Master's Program in the
Treatment of Alcohol- and Drug-Abusing Clients. She was a Fulbright Senior Scholar to Israel in 2003;
Distinguished Visiting Professor at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Beer-Sheva, Israel, in January
2002; and Visiting Professor at the Omsk State Pedagogical University in Siberia, Russia, in the spring of
2000. Dr. Straussner has authored and edited numerous publications dealing with substance abuse and is the
founding editor of the new Journal of Social Work Practice in the Addictions. She has served on the National
Center on Substance Abuse Treatment panel on workforce issues and is a founding board member of the
New York State Institute for Professional Development in Addictions. She serves as a consultant to various
hospitals, agencies, and other organizations in New York and lectures on a variety of topics throughout the
United States and abroad. She also has a private therapeutic and supervisory practice in New York City.
 

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
I. AN INTRODUCTION TO CLINICAL PRACTICE WITH SUBSTANCE-ABUSING CLIENTS. 1.
Assessment and Treatment of Clients with Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Problems, Straussner. II. ISSUES
IN ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSERS IN VARIOUS SETTINGS. 2.
Issues in Assessment and Intervention in Medical Facilities, Silverman. 3. Assessment and Intervention in
Psychiatric Settings, Orlin & Davis. 4. Alcohol and Drugs in the Workplace, Barabander. 5. The Treatment
of Addictive Disorders in a Private Clinical Setting, Gordon. III. INTERVENTION WITH SUBSTANCE
ABUSERS IN SPECIALIZED FACILITIES. 6. The Process of Intervention, Casolaro & Smith. 7.
Alcoholism Treatment Facilities, O'Dwyer. 8. Methadone Maintenance in the Treatment of Addiction,
Friedman. 9. 12-Step Programs as a Treatment Modality, Spiegel. IV. ASSESSMENT AND
INTERVENTION WITH FAMILIES OF SUBSTANCE ABUSERS. 10. Family Treatment of Substance
Abuse, McIntyre. 11. Treating the Partners of Substance Abusers, Zelvin. 12. Dynamics and Treatment
Issues with Children of Drug and Alcohol Abusers, Markowitz. V. SPECIAL ISSUES AND SPECIAL
POPULATIONS. 13. Treating the Adolescent Substance Abuser, Feigelman. 14. Issues in Assessment and
Intervention with Alcohol- and Drug-Abusing Women, Pape. 15. The Borderline Substance Abuser,
Goldstein. 16. Substance Abuse Among the Homeless, Schleffer. 17. Assessment and Treatment of Cocaine
and Other Stimulant Dependence, Ockert & Baier. 18. AIDS and Intravenous Drug Users, Strom. 19.
Relapse Prevention, Gray.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Whitmore:

The guide untitled Clinical Work with Substance-Abusing Clients, Second Edition (Guilford Substance
Abuse) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Clinical Work with
Substance-Abusing Clients, Second Edition (Guilford Substance Abuse) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent



or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Clinical Work with Substance-Abusing Clients, Second Edition (Guilford Substance Abuse) can be
your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Arthur Prince:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Clinical Work with Substance-Abusing Clients, Second Edition (Guilford Substance Abuse) provide you
with new experience in looking at a book.

Gaye Lewis:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Clinical Work with Substance-Abusing Clients, Second Edition (Guilford
Substance Abuse) can make you experience more interested to read.
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