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We live in a world of big data: the amount of information collected on human
behavior each day is staggering, and exponentially greater than at any time in the
past. Additionally, powerful algorithms are capable of churning through seas of
data to uncover patterns. Providing a simple and accessible introduction to data
mining, Paul Attewell and David B. Monaghan discuss how data mining
substantially differs from conventional statistical modeling familiar to most
social scientists. The authors also empower social scientists to tap into these new
resources and incorporate data mining methodologies in their analytical toolkits.
Data Mining for the Social Sciences demystifies the process by describing the
diverse set of techniques available, discussing the strengths and weaknesses of
various approaches, and giving practical demonstrations of how to carry out
analyses using tools in various statistical software packages.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Attewell and Monaghan show us how to find our way in the mountains of big data generated by
administrative records, commercial transactions, and online traffic. They explain clearly why our usual
methods won't work and how social scientists can apply data science innovations to answer our questions.
Their introduction is useful now and also prepares us for developments yet to come."—Michael Hout, New
York University

“The analysis of big data is becoming a core enterprise in social research. Paul Attewell and David
Monaghan provide an excellent and accessible introduction to data mining tools that forward-looking social
scientists can use for analyzing such data. I highly recommend it for experienced researchers and graduate
students alike.”—Glenn Firebaugh, Seven Rules for Social Research

"Most social scientists are unaware of the latest data mining tools that are available to help them discover
patterns in the data they analyze. With lucid prose, clear examples, and sound practical advice, Data Mining
for the Social Sciences will open the eyes of many."—Stephen L. Morgan, Johns Hopkins University

About the Author

Paul Attewell is Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the Graduate Center of the City University of New
York, where he teaches doctoral level courses on quantitative methods including data mining and other
courses on the sociology of education and on social stratification. Professor Attewell is the principal
investigator of a grant from the National Science Foundation that supports an interdisciplinary initiative on
data mining in the social and behavioral sciences and education. In projects funded by the Spencer and Gates
and Ford Foundations, Paul Attewell has also studied issues of access and inequality in K-12 schools and in
higher education. One of his previous books, Passing the Torch: Does Higher Education for the
Disadvantaged Pay Off Across the Generations?, won the Grawemeyer Prize in Education and the American
Education Research Association’s prize for outstanding book in 2009.

David B. Monaghan is a doctoral candidate in Sociology at the Graduate Center of the City University of
New York, and has taught courses on quantitative research methods, demography, and education. His
research is focused on the relationship between higher education and social stratification.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Silva:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book Data Mining for the Social Sciences:
An Introduction ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Data Mining for the Social
Sciences: An Introduction is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship



together with the book Data Mining for the Social Sciences: An Introduction. You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Shawn McDonald:

This Data Mining for the Social Sciences: An Introduction book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Data Mining for the Social Sciences: An Introduction without we understand teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Data Mining for the Social
Sciences: An Introduction can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Data Mining for the Social
Sciences: An Introduction having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Jerome Chisolm:

The ability that you get from Data Mining for the Social Sciences: An Introduction is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Data Mining for the Social Sciences: An Introduction giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Data Mining for the
Social Sciences: An Introduction instantly.

Adriana Cornell:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Data Mining for the Social Sciences: An Introduction it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.
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