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Just about every human being knows how to listen to music, but what does it take
to make music? Is musicality something we are born with? Or a skill that anyone
can develop at any time? If you don't start piano at the age of six, is there any
hope? Is skill learning best left to children or can anyone reinvent him-or herself
at any time?

For anyone who has ever set out to play a musical instrument—or wished that
they could—Guitar Zero is an inspiring and fascinating look at the pursuit of
music, the mechanics of the mind, and the surprising rewards that come from
following one’s dreams. Gary Marcus, whom Steven Pinker describes as “one of
the deepest thinkers in cognitive science,” debunks the popular theory that there
is an innate musical instinct while challenging the idea that talent is only a myth.
From deliberate and efficient practicing techniques to finding the right music
teacher, Marcus translates his own experience—as well as reflections from
world-renowned musicians—into practical advice for anyone hoping to become
musical or learn any new skill.
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Just about every human being knows how to listen to music, but what does it take to make music? Is
musicality something we are born with? Or a skill that anyone can develop at any time? If you don't start
piano at the age of six, is there any hope? Is skill learning best left to children or can anyone reinvent him-or
herself at any time?

For anyone who has ever set out to play a musical instrument—or wished that they could—Guitar Zero is an
inspiring and fascinating look at the pursuit of music, the mechanics of the mind, and the surprising rewards
that come from following one’s dreams. Gary Marcus, whom Steven Pinker describes as “one of the deepest
thinkers in cognitive science,” debunks the popular theory that there is an innate musical instinct while
challenging the idea that talent is only a myth. From deliberate and efficient practicing techniques to finding
the right music teacher, Marcus translates his own experience—as well as reflections from world-renowned
musicians—into practical advice for anyone hoping to become musical or learn any new skill.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Jimi Hendrix meets Oliver Sacks in this great new science book." — VeryShortList.com

"Guitar Zero is a refreshing alternation between the nitty-gritty details of learning rock-guitar licks and Mr.
Marcus's survey of the relevant scientific literature on learning and the brain . . . makes some delightful
counterintuitive fine points. . . . For those who look forward, in 'retirement,' to honoring the lifelong
yearnings they have neglected, Guitar Zero is good news."

— Norman Doidge, The Wall Street Journal

"[Guitar Zero is] the sort of book where Steven Pinker (Dr. Marcus's mentor and collaborator) mixes with K.
Anders Ericsson (the psychologist most associated with the '10,000 hours' theory of expertise) and Tom
Morello (the lead guitarist from Rage Against the Machine)."

— The New York Times

“This book in the end is about more than a desire to shred like Eddie Van Halen. Marcus examines how our
brains are affected by creativity—learning a musical instrument, for instance, or a new language—and how
these experiences remain open to all of us, no matter our age."

— Los Angeles Times

“An entertaining and enlightening memoir, filled with insight about music, learning, and the human mind, by
Gary Marcus, one of the deepest thinkers in cognitive science.”
— Steven Pinker, bestselling author of The Better Angels of Our Nature

About the Author
Gary Marcus, described by the New York Times as “one of the country’s best known cognitive
psychologists,” directs the Center for Language and Music at New York University, where he studies
language, music, cognitive development, and evolution. His previous book, Kluge: The Haphazard
Construction of the Human Mind, was a New York Times Editors’ Choice pick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janelle Smith:

This Guitar Zero: The Science of Becoming Musical at Any Age usually are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Guitar Zero: The Science of Becoming Musical at Any
Age can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually



handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Guitar Zero: The Science of Becoming Musical at Any Age giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So
, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Young:

The reserve with title Guitar Zero: The Science of Becoming Musical at Any Age includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Deborah Knight:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be go through. Guitar Zero: The Science of Becoming Musical at Any
Age can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Sylvia Grable:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Guitar Zero: The Science of Becoming Musical at Any Age this publication consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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