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Hidden somewhere among all the numbersin afinancial report is vitally
important information about where a company has been and where it is going.
This Fourth Edition is designed to help anyone who works with financial
reports—but has neither the time nor the need for an in-depth knowledge of
accounting—cut through the maze of accounting information to find out what
those numbers really mean. In this edition an entirely new and carefully designed
exhibit is used to visualy illustrate the connecting links among the three key
statementsin afinancial report (the balance sheet, the income statement and the
cash flow statement). This center-piece exhibit—used throughout the
text—includes atwo-year comparative balance sheet to explain the cash flow
statement much more effectively. Also features anew chapter on the making and
changing of financial reporting rules and updated information on new legislation.
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Hidden somewhere among all the numbersin afinancial report is vitally important information about where
acompany has been and where it is going. This Fourth Edition is designed to help anyone who works with
financial reports—but has neither the time nor the need for an in-depth knowledge of accounting—cut
through the maze of accounting information to find out what those numbers really mean. In this edition an
entirely new and carefully designed exhibit is used to visually illustrate the connecting links among the three
key statementsin afinancial report (the balance sheet, the income statement and the cash flow statement).
This center-piece exhibit—used throughout the text—includes a two-year comparative balance sheet to
explain the cash flow statement much more effectively. Also features a new chapter on the making and
changing of financial reporting rules and updated information on new legislation.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
How to Read a Financial Report

Lurking somewhere amidst all the figuresin afinancial report is vitally important information about where a
company has been and where it is headed. But without a guide to isolate and interpret those numbers, the
dizzying array of columns and rows doesn’t add up to a hill of beans. That’s why thousands of professionals
and savvy individuals have referred to this bestselling resource that shows anyone how to make sense of all
those numbers.

If you' re someone who works with financial reports or needs to understand them—>but have neither the time
nor the need for an indepth knowledge of accounting—this book will help you cut through the maze of
accounting information to find out what those numbers really mean. It steers you quickly and painlessly
through the basic accounting concepts and line-by-line explanations of the basic financia statement.
Complete with avisual guide that leads you through the intricacies of financial reporting, How to Read a
Financial Report shows you how the three essentia parts of every financial report—the balance sheet, the
income statement, and the cash flow statement—fit together and what it all means to you and your company.

Updated throughout, this new edition addresses the many changes in the financial world in the past few
years, including new pronouncements of the Financial Accounting Standards Board, new income tax laws,
and emerging financial reporting problems. Also, al exhibits have been made easier to follow. Features
updates on:

- Tax reform

- Recent FASB rulings

- Depreciation methods

- Spotting fraudulent reporting

From the Back Cover

Lurking somewhere amidst all the figuresin afinancial report is vitally important information about where a
company has been and where it is headed. But without a guide to isolate and interpret those numbers, the
dizzying array of columns and rows doesn't add up to a hill of beans. That's why thousands of professionals
and savvy individuals have referred to this bestselling resource that shows anyone how to make sense of all
those numbers. Updated throughout, this edition features new information on tax reform, depreciation
methods, spotting fraudulent reporting, and recent FASB rulings. Also, al exhibits have been made easier to
follow.

"If you would like to have aminimal understanding of the numbers that make up a balance sheet, income,
and cash flow statement . . . then How to Read a Financial Report might be just what you are looking for.
Mr. Tracy's book explainsin plain English the meaning of the major terms used in financia statements.”
—The Wall Street Journal

"What distinguishes Tracy's efforts from other manuals is an innovative structure that visually ties together
elements of the balance sheet and income statement by tracing where and how aline item in one affects an
entry in another.”



—Inc. magazine

"An excellent job of showing how to separate the wheat from the chaff without choking in the process.”
—Miami Herald

"A wonderful book—organized logically and written clearly. For a Fool to be an effective investor, she has
to know her way around afinancial statement. This book will help you develop that skill. It's the clearest
presentation of many accounting concepts that this Fool has seen.”

—SelenaMaranjian, The Motley Fool

About the Author
JOHN A. TRACY isan award-winning professor of accounting at the University of Colorado at Boulder.
Heis also the author of The Fast Forward MBA in Finance (Wiley).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Ronquillo:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This How to Read a Financial Report: Wringing Vital Signs Out of the Numbers book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer regarding How to Read a Financial Report: Wringing Vital Signs Out of the Numbers content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different by means of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking How to Read a Financial
Report: Wringing Vital Signs Out of the Numbersis not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Debra Riggs:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled How to Read a Financial Report: Wringing Vital Signs Out of the Numbers
can be very good book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Gary Lund:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled How to
Read a Financial Report: Wringing Vital Signs Out of the Numbers the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The How to Read a Financial Report: Wringing Vital



Signs Out of the Numbers giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Alberto Kimble:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How to Read a Financial Report: Wringing
Vital Signs Out of the Numbers can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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