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The highly acclaimed first book of a fantasy adventure series set in a mysterious
forest, starring a daring new hero.

"Readers will thrill to journey with Jinx" (SLJ, starred review), a wizard's
apprentice, as he sets off on a quest through the dangerous Urwald, a magical
forest full of wizards and were-creatures, and discovers that it is more complex
than he could imagine, and that it needs him more than he could ever guess.

This humorous and smart tween fantasy adventure is perfect for fans of Septimus
Heap, The Sisters Grimm, and Fablehaven.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 4-8-"In the Urwald you grow up fast or not at all," readers learn in the opening of this rich and fecund
fantasy. Jinx is that staple of children's literature: the scorned, ill-used orphan who proves to be so much
more gifted and important than he ever imagined possible. He occupies a world that is simultaneously
original and familiar, influenced by centuries of folklore, but newly envisioned and vividly created. This
eldritch, primeval forest that Jinx has been warned to shun is, nevertheless, where he has been abandoned by
his heartless stepfather. Blackwood has populated this magical place with convincingly conflicted wizards
and witches who seem uncertain as to how much they should be using their skills to control events or the
beings around them. Jinx is slow to recognize his own powers as he digs his bare toes into the earth of the
forest and feels the pulsing heartbeat of its life, or finds that he can call up fire. He is even slower to divine
the motives of the various people he encounters, including Elwyn and Reven-youths under mysterious curses
of their own-who navigate the Urwald beside him. Readers will thrill to the journey with Jinx as he discovers
and grows into himself. Though they will not feel abandoned at the edge of a cliff at the book's end, they
won't be surprised-and will be delighted-if sequels are in the offing.-Miriam Lang Budin, Chappaqua
Library, NYα(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc.
No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Nearly abandoned in a forest by his stepfather, young orphan Jinx lands, instead, in the
home of a wizard, Simon. There Jinx, who has always had an ability to see others’ feelings in colors and
symbols, develops the ability to communicate with the forest’s trees. But after Simon performs a spell, Jinx
loses his capacity as an emotional seer. Setting out into the forest to look for a counterspell, Jinx joins
company with a girl and a boy, both of whom are suffering under their own curses. In this expertly paced,
beautifully written book, Blackwood elevates familiar fantasy elements with exquisitely credible characters
who inhabit a world filled with well-drawn magic and whimsy—witches travel by butter churn, for example.
Rounding out the exciting story are terrifying dangers, delightful bouts of wordplay, and vivid settings that
will appeal to readers’ imaginations, senses of humor, and desire for fair play. A literary cut above Eoin
Colfer’s Artemis Fowl books but with no less tension or bravado, this exciting, thought-provoking debut will
leave readers eager for follow-up adventures. Grades 4-7, --Francisca Goldsmith

Review
In this expertly paced, beautifully written fantasy, Blackwood elevates familiar fantasy elements with
exquisitely credible characters who inhabit a world filled with well-drawn magic and whimsy. (Booklist
(starred review))

Blackwood fills her tale with drama and delightfully funny dialogue. (Publishers Weekly (starred review))

Readers will thrill to journey with Jinx. (School Library Journal (starred review))

[Blackwood] puts her central three [characters] through a string of suspenseful, scary situations before
delivering a properly balanced closing set of resolutions, revelations and road signs to future episodes.
(Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

Flowing dialogue, easy interactions between the characters, a mixed Diana Wynne Jones/Lloyd Alexander
vibe, and a setting both familiar and original make the novel immediately inviting and compelling. (The
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Horn Book)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Jinx. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Jinx. You can add information and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Theodore Rios:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book Jinx was making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Jinx is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Jinx.
You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ana Jara:

This Jinx book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Jinx without we comprehend teach the
one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Jinx can bring
any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Jinx having good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Sandra Alexander:

The particular book Jinx has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book.
This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.
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