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Offering a concise, entertaining snapshot of Japanese society, Manners and
Mischief examines etiquette guides, advice literature, and other such instruction
for behavior from the early modern period to the present day and discovers how
manners do in fact make the nation. Eleven accessibly written essays consider a
spectrum of cases, from the geisha party to gay bar cool, executive grooming,
and good manners for subway travel. Together, they show that etiquette is much
more than fussy rules for behavior. In fact the idiom of manners, packaged in
conduct literature, reveals much about gender and class difference, notions of
national identity, the dynamics of subversion and conformity, and more. This
richly detailed work reveals how manners give meaning to everyday life and
extraordinary occasions, and how they can illuminate larger social and cultural
transformations.
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Editorial Review

Review

“With Manners and Mischief, as with their previous work, Bardsley and Miller demonstrate what
commitment to serious fun can look like.”
(Christine R. Yano Monumenta Nipponica 2011-06-01)

“Manners and Mischief disdains frivolity and stands firm as an academic text for students serious about
extending their anthropological knowledge of Japan.”
(Kris Kosaka Japan Times 2011-07-10)

From the Inside Flap

"Manners and Mischief is a cohesive, stimulating volume. Reading these essays and the editors' enlightening
introduction was a joy: I learned a great deal, smiled and laughed with uncommon regularity, and marveled
at the quality of this remarkable collection." -William M. Tsutsui, author of Godzilla on My Mind

"This book is full of fascinating insights. Well-written and often witty, it captures a detailed snapshot of
Japanese society in the early 21st century. I would say this is the most insightful book on modern Japan I
have read in years." -Liza Dalby, anthropologist and novelist

About the Author

Jan Bardsley, Associate Professor of Japanese Humanities at The University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, is the author of The Bluestockings of Japan: New Women Essays and Fiction from Seito, 1911–1916.
Laura Miller, Eiichi Shibusawa-Seigo Arai Professor of Japanese Studies and Professor of Anthropology at
the University of Missouri-St. Louis, is the author of Beauty Up: Exploring Contemporary Japanese Body
Aesthetics. Bardsley and Miller coedited Bad Girls of Japan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

This Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan without we recognize teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Manners and Mischief:
Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Manners
and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan having very good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.



Linda Callaway:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power,
and Etiquette in Japan as the daily resource information.

Margaret Wynkoop:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Manners and Mischief:
Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and
Etiquette in Japan become your own starter.

Nancy Ochoa:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan will give you a new experience in studying a
book.
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