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, Mysticism in Postmodernist Long Poems borrows insights from Religious
Studies and critical theory to examine the role of spirituality in contemporary
poetry, specifically the genre of the long poem. Descending from Whitman’s
Song of Myself, the long poem is often considered the American twentieth-
century equivalent of the epic poem, but unlike the epic, it carries few generic
expectations aside from the fact that it simply must be long. This makes the form
particularly pliable as a tool for spiritual inquiry. The period following World
War II is often described as a secular age, but spirituality continued as a concern
for poets, as evidenced by this study. These writers look beyond conventional
faith systems and instead seek individual paths of understanding; they engage in
mysticism, in other words. With chapters on H.D. and Brenda Hillman, Robert
Duncan, James Merrill, Charles Wright, and Galway Kinnell and Gary Snyder,
this study demonstrates how these poets engage the culture of consumption in the
postwar years at the same time they search for opportunities for transcendence.
Not content to throw over the earthly in favor of the otherworldly, these poets
reject the familiar binary of the worldly and metaphysical to produce distinctive
paths of spiritual understanding that fuel what Wright calls a “contemplation of
the divine.”
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from Whitman’s Song of Myself, the long poem is often considered the American twentieth-century
equivalent of the epic poem, but unlike the epic, it carries few generic expectations aside from the fact that it
simply must be long. This makes the form particularly pliable as a tool for spiritual inquiry. The period
following World War II is often described as a secular age, but spirituality continued as a concern for poets,
as evidenced by this study. These writers look beyond conventional faith systems and instead seek individual
paths of understanding; they engage in mysticism, in other words. With chapters on H.D. and Brenda
Hillman, Robert Duncan, James Merrill, Charles Wright, and Galway Kinnell and Gary Snyder, this study
demonstrates how these poets engage the culture of consumption in the postwar years at the same time they
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Joe Moffett is assistant professor of English at Kentucky State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Petterson:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Mysticism in Postmodernist Long Poems:
Contemplation of the Divine. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a new book Mysticism in Postmodernist Long Poems: Contemplation of the
Divine. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Joseph Southard:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Mysticism in Postmodernist Long Poems: Contemplation of the Divine
this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Isidro Wells:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mysticism in Postmodernist
Long Poems: Contemplation of the Divine which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.



Cindy Coleman:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Mysticism in Postmodernist Long Poems: Contemplation of the
Divine. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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