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The seven deadly sins of Christianity represent the abysses of character, whereas
Shklar's "ordinary vices"--cruelty, hypocrisy, snobbery, betrayal, and
misanthropy--are merely treacherous shoals, flawing our characters with mean-
spiritedness and inhumanity.

Shklar draws from a brilliant array of writers--Moliere and Dickens on hypocrisy,
Jane Austen on snobbery, Shakespeare and Montesquieu on misanthropy,
Hawthorne and Nietzsche on cruelty, Conrad and Faulkner on betrayal--to reveal
the nature and effects of the vices. She examines their destructive effects, the
ambiguities of the moral problems they pose to the liberal ethos, and their
implications for government and citizens: liberalism is a difficult and challenging
doctrine that demands a tolerance of contradiction, complexity, and the risks of
freedom.
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Shklar draws from a brilliant array of writers--Moliere and Dickens on hypocrisy, Jane Austen on snobbery,
Shakespeare and Montesquieu on misanthropy, Hawthorne and Nietzsche on cruelty, Conrad and Faulkner
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citizens: liberalism is a difficult and challenging doctrine that demands a tolerance of contradiction,
complexity, and the risks of freedom.
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Editorial Review

Review
The book is a delight to read. At every turn of the argument it spurs one to think, and gives added pleasure
with each new perplexity it raises. Readers who relish thinking for its own sake will be happy to join in the
sheer exuberance of it. (Ronald Beiner Times Higher Education Supplement)

These are civilized excursions, literate and sensitive, and I cherish the book for its effort to move us out of
the metalanguage and into the heart of darkness. Once we acknowledge the ordinariness of ordinary vices,
the banality of normal badness, we may find ourselves not so distant from the moral monsters of human
history, who may simply be us, writ large. (A. C. Danto Times Literary Supplement)

A distinguished book, full of wit, humanity, and insight...It is also, and more importantly, a moral
psychology for liberals. (Michael Walzer)

Review
A distinguished book, full of wit, humanity, and insight...It is also, and more importantly, a moral
psychology for liberals. (Michael Walzer)

From the Back Cover
Shklar looks to literature to find characters and situation that can tell us most about these vices. This analysis
by storytelling draws from plays, novels, and philosophical works to reveal the nature and effects of the five
vices, devoting one chapter to each and gathering evidence from a brilliant array of writers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ola Hellman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Brent Campbell:

The knowledge that you get from Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press) is a more deep you rooting the information
that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to be aware of but Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this specific Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press) instantly.



Lisa Gregory:

This book untitled Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press) to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Mildred Shaw:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press) to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
guide Ordinary Vices (Belknap Press) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of that time.
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