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On Saturday, September 9, 1922, the victorious Turkish cavalry rode into
Smyrna, the richest and most cosmopolitan city in the Ottoman Empire. The
city's vast wealth created centuries earlier by powerful Levantine dynasties, its
factories teemed with Greeks, Armenians, Turks, and Jews. Together, they had
created a majority Christian city that was unique in the Islamic world. But to the
Turkish nationalists, Smyrna was a city of infidels.

In the aftermath of the First World War and with the support of the Great Powers,
Greece had invaded Turkey with the aim of restoring a Christian empire in Asia.
But by the summer of 1922, the Greeks had been vanquished by Atatürk's armies
after three years of warfare. As Greek troops retreated, the non-Muslim civilians
of Smyrna assumed that American and European warships would intervene if and
when the Turkish cavalry decided to enter the city. But this was not to be.

On September 13, 1922, Turkish troops descended on Smyrna. They rampaged
first through the Armenian quarter, and then throughout the rest of the city. They
looted homes, raped women, and murdered untold thousands. Turkish soldiers
were seen dousing buildings with petroleum. Soon, all but the Turkish quarter of
the city was in flames and hundreds of thousands of refugees crowded the
waterfront, desperate to escape. The city burned for four days; by the time the
embers cooled, more than 100,000 people had been killed and millions left
homeless.

Based on eyewitness accounts and the memories of survivors, many interviewed
for the first time, Paradise Lost offers a vivid narrative account of one of the
most vicious military catastrophes of the modern age.

 Download Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 ...pdf

 Read Online Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0465011195




Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922

By Giles Milton

Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 By Giles Milton

On Saturday, September 9, 1922, the victorious Turkish cavalry rode into Smyrna, the richest and most
cosmopolitan city in the Ottoman Empire. The city's vast wealth created centuries earlier by powerful
Levantine dynasties, its factories teemed with Greeks, Armenians, Turks, and Jews. Together, they had
created a majority Christian city that was unique in the Islamic world. But to the Turkish nationalists,
Smyrna was a city of infidels.

In the aftermath of the First World War and with the support of the Great Powers, Greece had invaded
Turkey with the aim of restoring a Christian empire in Asia. But by the summer of 1922, the Greeks had
been vanquished by Atatürk's armies after three years of warfare. As Greek troops retreated, the non-Muslim
civilians of Smyrna assumed that American and European warships would intervene if and when the Turkish
cavalry decided to enter the city. But this was not to be.

On September 13, 1922, Turkish troops descended on Smyrna. They rampaged first through the Armenian
quarter, and then throughout the rest of the city. They looted homes, raped women, and murdered untold
thousands. Turkish soldiers were seen dousing buildings with petroleum. Soon, all but the Turkish quarter of
the city was in flames and hundreds of thousands of refugees crowded the waterfront, desperate to escape.
The city burned for four days; by the time the embers cooled, more than 100,000 people had been killed and
millions left homeless.

Based on eyewitness accounts and the memories of survivors, many interviewed for the first time, Paradise
Lost offers a vivid narrative account of one of the most vicious military catastrophes of the modern age.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Smyrna was a prosperous, cosmopolitan port on Turkey's Aegean coast where Greeks, Turks, Armenians,
Jews and other nationalities lived in harmony. In his searingly vivid account of Smyrna's destruction by the
Turks in 1922, acclaimed popular historian Milton (Nathaniel's Nutmeg) begins with a fairy tale–like
description of the city focused lopsidedly on the wealthy European dynasties known as Levantines. But
Milton renders an astute account of the clash of Greek and Turkish nationalisms and the unhelpful meddling
of Western powers, particularly Britain, which supported a Greek incursion into Turkey. When the defending
Turkish troops under Mustafa Kemal (aka Ataturk) took Smyrna in September 1922, a horrific killing spree
of Greeks and Armenians began, and hundreds of thousands of refugees were trapped on the quayside
between the sea and a city willfully torched by the Turks as a score of foreign vessels looked on. Milton
draws on eyewitness accounts to render these events in all their horror, and ends with an almost incredible
rescue led by an unlikely hero. Milton powerfully renders this tragic tale of an army that came to liberate
Smyrna and instead massacred its citizens and burned their prize to the ground in a vengeful frenzy. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
In September, 1922, after the Turkish forces of Mustafa Kemal defeated a Greek army that had recklessly
occupied the Anatolian city of Smyrna, members of Smyrna’s Greek, Armenian, and expatriate communities
were killed, raped, and robbed. Soon, a half million people were trapped on the port’s narrow wharves, the
city in flames behind them; "The streets were stacked with dead," a British officer wrote. Milton weaves the
Armenian genocide, the birth of modern Turkey, and the tragic inanities of Versailles into his story, but his
focus is the destruction of the multi-ethnic, religiously diverse cosmopolis of Smyrna (now the Turkish city
of Izmir). He has a tendency to idolize the Levantines, dynasties of European "merchant princes" who
remained oblivious as Greeks and Turks committed atrocities closer and closer to their enclave. Milton’s
more compelling hero is Asa Jennings, a five-foot-tall Y.M.C.A. administrator who, by bluffing, begging,
and desperately improvising, single-handedly saved tens of thousands of lives.
Copyright ©2008Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

From Booklist
One of several wars to rumble on after World War I formally ended, the Turkish-Greek War of 1920–22
was, as far as the inhabitants of Smyrna (modern Izmir) were concerned, a catastrophe. Historian Milton here
dramatizes the course of events as the victorious Turkish forces of Mustafa Kemal (Atatürk) swept into the
Aegean port city, and builds his narrative on an impressive foundation of original research into letters,
diaries, and memoirs of witnesses. Wistfulness tangibly wafts through Milton’s account: ethnically,
linguistically, and religiously polyglot, wealthy Smyrna and its tolerant commercial atmosphere became
incongruous with the nationalist passions unleashed by WWI. How much Smyrna’s citizens recognized the
threat posed to their lives and fortunes by the Greco-Turkish clash lends the story its tragic element, as many
initially remained until fires, pillage, and murder drove out Smyrna’s non-Turkish population en masse.
(Turks in Greece were later expelled, too.) One of the twentieth-century’s curtain-raising examples of ethnic
cleansing, Smyrna’s destruction is rendered with a sympathetic sense of loss in Milton’s well-wrought
profile of a world departed. --Gilbert Taylor

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Merideth Davis:

Here thing why this kind of Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 in e-book can be your alternative.

Mary Case:

Beside this Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Dustin Singh:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922 can give you a lot of close
friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Paradise Lost: Smyrna, 1922.

John Kirk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Paradise Lost:
Smyrna, 1922.
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