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“A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War era.”?Boston
Globe

Selected as a Notable Book of the Year by the New York Times Book Review, this
landmark work gives us a definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement
with the nation's critical issue: American slavery. A master historian, Eric Foner
draws Lincoln and the broader history of the period into perfect balance. We see
Lincoln, a pragmatic politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating the
dynamic politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's greatness
emerges from his capacity for moral and political growth. 16 pages of black-and-
white illustrations; 3 maps
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A mixture of visionary progressivism and repugnant racism, Abraham Lincoln's attitude toward slavery is
the most troubling aspect of his public life, one that gets a probing assessment in this study. Columbia
historian and Bancroft Prize winner Foner (Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men) traces the complexities of
Lincoln's evolving ideas about slavery and African-Americans: while he detested slavery, he also publicly
rejected political and social equality for blacks, dragged his feet (critics charged) on emancipating slaves and
accepting black recruits into the Union army, and floated schemes for colonizing freedmen overseas almost
to war's end. Foner situates this record within a lucid, nuanced discussion of the era's turbulent racial politics;
in his account Lincoln is a canny operator, cautiously navigating the racist attitudes of Northern whites,
prodded--and sometimes willing to be prodded--by abolitionists and racial egalitarians pressing faster
reforms. But as Foner tells it, Lincoln also embodies a society-wide transformation in consciousness, as the
war's upheavals and the dynamic new roles played by African-Americans made previously unthinkable
claims of freedom and equality seem inevitable. Lincoln is no paragon in Foner's searching portrait, but
something more essential--a politician with an open mind and a restless conscience. 16 pages of illus., 3
maps.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Do we need yet another book on Lincoln?... Well, yes, we do if the book is by so richly informed a
commentator as Eric Foner. Foner tackles what would seem to be an obvious topic, Lincoln and slavery, and
manages to cast new light on it.... Because of his broad-ranging knowledge of the 19th century, Foner is able
to provide the most thorough and judicious account of Lincoln's attitudes toward slavery that we have.--
David S. Reynolds

Starred Review. Original and compelling .In the vast library on Lincoln, Foner s book stands out as the most
sensible and sensitive reading of Lincoln s lifetime involvement with slavery and the most insightful
assessment of Lincoln s and indeed America s imperative to move toward freedom lest it be lost. An
essential work for all Americans. "

Moving and rewarding. . . . A master historian at work. --David W. Blight"

No one else has written about [Lincoln's] trajectory of change with such balance, fairness, depth of analysis,
and lucid precision of language. --James M. McPherson"

Do we need another book on Lincoln? Yes, we do if the book is by so richly informed a commentator as Eric
Foner. --David S. Reynolds"

While many thousands of books deal with Lincoln and slavery, Eric Foner has written the definitive account
of this crucial subject, illuminating in a highly original and profound way the interactions of race, slavery,
public opinion, politics, and Lincoln's own character that led to the wholly improbable uncompensated
emancipation of some four million slaves. Even seasoned historians will acquire fresh and new perspectives
from reading The Fiery Trial. --David Brion Davis, author of Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of
Slavery in the New World"



From the Back Cover
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR THE FIERY TRIAL: "While many thousands of books deal with Lincoln and
slavery, Eric Foner has written the definitive account of this crucial subject, illuminating in a highly original
and profound way the interactions of race, slavery, public opinion, politics, and Lincoln's own character that
led to the wholly improbable uncompensated emancipation of some four million slaves. Even seasoned
historians will acquire fresh and new perspectives from reading The Fiery Trial." --David Brion Davis,
Sterling Professor of History Emeritus, Yale University, author of Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of
Slavery in the New World "Definitive and breathtaking: with dazzling clarity and authority, demonstrating a
total command of his sources and a sense of moral justice that transcends history, Foner has done nothing
less than provide the most persuasive book ever written on Lincoln's vital place in the fight for freedom in
America. This volume stands alone in the field. It is not only the best account ever written on the subject;
henceforth, it should be regarded as the only account." --Harold Holzer, author of Lincoln President-Elect
"Eric Foner has done it again. The Fiery Trial explores the pivotal subject of Lincoln and slavery free from
the mists of hagiography and the muck of denigration. With his usual stylish mastery, Foner advances
enlightened debate over our greatest president, the origins and unfolding of the Civil War, and the abolition
of southern slavery. His book marks an auspicious intellectual beginning to the sesquicentennial of the
American Iliad." --Sean Wilentz, author of The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

This book untitled The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Edmond Pounds:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery.

Edward Kirklin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get prior to. The The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery giving you an additional
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this



particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Eva Solares:

You can find this The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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