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Haydn’s music has been performed continuously for more than two hundred
years. But what do we play, and what do we listen to, when it comes to Haydn?
Can we still appreciate the rich rhetorical nuances of this music, which from its
earliest days was meant to be played by professionals and amateurs alike?

With The Virtual Haydn, Tom Beghin—himself a professional keyboard
player—delves deeply into eighteenth-century history and musicology to help us
hear a properly complex Haydn. Unusually for a scholarly work, the book is
presented in the first person, as Beghin takes us on what is clearly a very personal
journey into the past. When a discussion of a group of Viennese sonatas, for
example, leads him into an analysis of the contemporary interest in
physiognomy, Beghin applies what he learns about the role of facial expressions
during his own performance of the music. Elsewhere, he analyzes gesture and
gender, changes in keyboard technology, and the role of amateurs in eighteenth-
century musical culture.

The resulting book is itself a fascinating, bravura performance, one that partakes
of eighteenth-century idiosyncrasy while drawing on a panoply of twenty-first-
century knowledge.
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Haydn’s music has been performed continuously for more than two hundred years. But what do we play, and
what do we listen to, when it comes to Haydn? Can we still appreciate the rich rhetorical nuances of this
music, which from its earliest days was meant to be played by professionals and amateurs alike?

With The Virtual Haydn, Tom Beghin—himself a professional keyboard player—delves deeply into
eighteenth-century history and musicology to help us hear a properly complex Haydn. Unusually for a
scholarly work, the book is presented in the first person, as Beghin takes us on what is clearly a very
personal journey into the past. When a discussion of a group of Viennese sonatas, for example, leads him
into an analysis of the contemporary interest in physiognomy, Beghin applies what he learns about the role
of facial expressions during his own performance of the music. Elsewhere, he analyzes gesture and gender,
changes in keyboard technology, and the role of amateurs in eighteenth-century musical culture.

The resulting book is itself a fascinating, bravura performance, one that partakes of eighteenth-century
idiosyncrasy while drawing on a panoply of twenty-first-century knowledge.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Excellent. . . . Provides a close, careful examination of the ways in which rhetorical concepts have impinged
on the creation, comprehension, and reception of Haydn’s solo piano works. The book is original in that it
goes far beyond the theoretical framework of most musical-rhetorical studies to show how rhetoric
influences the performance and auditory perception of 18th-century music. . . . This is a model for future
scholarship. . . . Highly recommended.”
(Choice)

“Whether you are a performer of Haydn’s keyboard music, or a listener to it (and also if you write about it),
then you should buy this book. . . . Commendable.”
(Early Music)

“A highly original book that places the performer (historical and contemporary) at the center of scholarly
inquiry; it is a virtuosic exercise in historical imagining.”
(Annette Richards, author of The Free Fantasia and the Musical Picturesque)

“In The Virtual Haydn, virtuoso keyboardist Beghin brilliantly illuminates Haydn’s piano music from myriad
angles: the period instruments for which they were designed, the women for whom the composer wrote much
of this repertory, the process of animating these scores through rhetorical strategies, the minute details that
make all the difference. Written in an engaging, witty style, this book serves as the discursive companion to
Beghin’s monumental recordings of all Haydn’s keyboard works. Just as no one has matched those
recordings, no one has written quite so effectively about performance. A must for listeners and players
alike.”
(Susan McClary, author of Reading Music)

“Very few persons alive—and none who specialize in Haydn—are both world-class performing artists and
world-class scholars like Beghin. The Virtual Haydn will come as a revelation, even to those familiar with
his revolutionary Haydn sonata recordings under the same title. Its biographical, social, and musical readings
of Haydn’s music are of astonishing depth, sensitivity, and originality. They yield rich and unexpected
insight into the complex relationships between a great eighteenth-century composer, his mainly female
performers and dedicatees, and today’s performers and listeners.”
(James Webster, author of Haydn’s “Farewell” Symphony and the Idea of Classical Style)

About the Author

Tom Beghin is associate professor at McGill University in Montreal and an internationally active performer
on historical keyboards. He is coeditor of Haydn and the Performance of Rhetoric, also published by the
University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Holley Shipman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Virtual Haydn: Paradox of a Twenty-First-Century
Keyboardist as the daily resource information.

Cecil Atkins:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Virtual Haydn: Paradox of a Twenty-First-Century Keyboardist, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Yvonne Matz:

The publication with title The Virtual Haydn: Paradox of a Twenty-First-Century Keyboardist includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Martin Norwood:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Virtual Haydn: Paradox of a Twenty-First-Century Keyboardist the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The The Virtual Haydn: Paradox of a Twenty-First-Century Keyboardist
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?
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