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Black Lenses, Black Voices is a provocative look at films directed and
written_and sometimes produced_by African Americans, as well as black-
oriented films whose directors or screenwriters are not black. Mark Reid shows
how certain films dramatize the contemporary African American community as a
politically and economically diverse group, vastly different from film
representations of the 1960s. Taking us through the development of African
American independent filmmaking before and after World War II, he then
illustrates the unique nature of African American family, action, horror, female-
centered, and independent films, such as Eve's Bayou, Jungle Fever, Shaft, Souls
of Sin, Bones, Waiting to Exhale, Monster's Ball, Sankofa, and many more.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book will make a solid addition to the growing library of recent black film studies. . . . Highly
recommended for all film collections. (Library Journal)

Reid makes another substantial contribution to literature on African American film history and theory with
this book. . . . The volume's six freestanding essays examine early African American film, black family film,
black action film, black horror film, black female-centered film, and black independent film. Essential.
(Choice)

In Black Lenses, Black Voices Mark Reid has given us an always interesting summation of his evolving,
highly original analysis of black film as a cinema 'committed to the survival and wholeness of an entire
people.' (Thomas R. Cripps)

Mark Reid brings to our attention a complex and rich group of contemporary films, deftly setting them
within their history in African American and Hollywood filmmaking. Always enlightening, never simple,
Reid's work is significant for film criticism and for race and gender media analysis. (Janet Staiger)

About the Author
Mark A. Reid is professor of English and film at the University of Florida at Gainesville, where he teaches
African Diasporic studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

The actual book Black Lenses, Black Voices: African American Film Now (Genre and Beyond: A Film
Studies Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Black Lenses, Black Voices: African American Film Now (Genre and Beyond: A Film Studies Series) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Deb Valdez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Black Lenses, Black Voices:
African American Film Now (Genre and Beyond: A Film Studies Series) that give your fun preference will
be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may



pick Black Lenses, Black Voices: African American Film Now (Genre and Beyond: A Film Studies Series)
become your own starter.

Darlene Gutierrez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn.
Black Lenses, Black Voices: African American Film Now (Genre and Beyond: A Film Studies Series) can
be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Vincent Espinoza:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Black Lenses, Black Voices: African
American Film Now (Genre and Beyond: A Film Studies Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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