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Excellent Women is probably the most famous of Barbara Pym's novels. The
acclaim a few years ago for this early comic novel, which was hailed by Lord
David Cecil as one of 'the finest examples of high comedy to have appeared in
England during the past seventy-five years,' helped launch the rediscovery of the
author's entire work. Mildred Lathbury is a clergyman's daughter and a spinster
in the England of the 1950s, one of those 'excellent women' who tend to get
involved in other people's lives - such as those of her new neighbor,
Rockingham, and the vicar next door. This is Barbara Pym's world at its funniest.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
An unqualifiedly great novel from the writer most likely to be compared to Jane Austen, this is a very funny,
perfectly written book that can rival any other in its ability to capture the essence of its characters on the
page. Mildred Lathbury, the narrator of Pym's excellent book is a never-married woman in her 30s--which in
1950s England makes her a nearly-confirmed spinster. Hers is a pretty unexciting life, centered around her
small church, and part-time job. But Mildred is far more perceptive and witty than even she seems to think,
and when Helena and Rockingham Napier move into the flat below her, there seems to be a chance for her
life to take a new direction.

Review
[One of] the finest examples of high comedy to have appeared in England during the past seventy-five years.
(Lord David Cecil)

A startling reminder that solitude may be chosen and that a lively, full novel can be constructed entirely
within the precincts of that regressive virtue, feminine patience. (John Updike, The New Yorker)

Reading Barbara Pym is . . . a wonderful experience, full of unduplicable perceptions, sensations, and soul-
stirrings. (Newsweek)

About the Author
Barbara Pym (1913 - 1980) was an English novelist whose comedy-of-manners novels of village life
looked deeply at the relationships between men and women. Her Quartet in Autumn was shortlisted for the
Man Booker Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Strickland:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Excellent Women book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Excellent Women content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Excellent Women is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Dwight Ivers:

Precisely why? Because this Excellent Women is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not



hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lucille Daulton:

Beside this particular Excellent Women in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Excellent Women because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

William Levitt:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Excellent Women was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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