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Many people deploy photo media tools to document everyday events and rituals.
For generations we have stored memories in albums, diaries, and shoeboxes to
retrieve at a later moment in life. Autobiographical memory, its tools, and its
objects are pressing concerns in most people’s everyday lives, and recent digital
transformation cause many to reflect on the value and meaning of their own
“mediated memories.” Digital photo cameras, camcorders, and multimedia
computers are rapidly replacing analogue equipment, inevitably changing our
everyday routines and conventional forms of recollection. How will digital
photographs, lifelogs, photoblogs, webcams, or playlists change our personal
remembrance of things past? And how will they affect our cultural memory? The
main focus of this study is the ways in which (old and new) media technologies
shape acts of memory and individual remembrances. This book spotlights
familiar objects but addresses the larger issues of how technology penetrates our
intimate routines and emotive processes, how it affects the relationship between
private and public, memory and experience, self and others.
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Many people deploy photo media tools to document everyday events and rituals. For generations we have
stored memories in albums, diaries, and shoeboxes to retrieve at a later moment in life. Autobiographical
memory, its tools, and its objects are pressing concerns in most people’s everyday lives, and recent digital
transformation cause many to reflect on the value and meaning of their own “mediated memories.” Digital
photo cameras, camcorders, and multimedia computers are rapidly replacing analogue equipment, inevitably
changing our everyday routines and conventional forms of recollection. How will digital photographs,
lifelogs, photoblogs, webcams, or playlists change our personal remembrance of things past? And how will
they affect our cultural memory? The main focus of this study is the ways in which (old and new) media
technologies shape acts of memory and individual remembrances. This book spotlights familiar objects but
addresses the larger issues of how technology penetrates our intimate routines and emotive processes, how it
affects the relationship between private and public, memory and experience, self and others.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mediated Memories in the Digital Age is an engaging and important book that challenges scholarly
understanding of the relation between memory, memory artifacts, and memory practices and elucidates how
these relationships are changing in the digital age. José van Dijck brings a theoretically sophisticated yet
pragmatic approach to bear on her survey of today's most widespread digital practices of mediating
memories. Her persuasive and timely thesis is solidly grounded in cultural and media studies, and her work is
well informed by recent research in cognitive science, neuroscience, psychology, and visualization
technologies." (Richard Grusin)

"The medium is the experience. A personal memory box full of private media objects was the inspiration for
José van Dijck's newest and most innovative contribution to the zone between media studies and science
studies where she has been such an important voice internationally. Detailing the ways that media and
memory are not separate experiences through readings of the digital diaries and lifelogs of people suffering
from Alzheimer's disease, Dutch recorded popular music, and still and moving images from a range of
contexts, van Dijck presents an exciting new way of thinking about cultural memory and a cultural sense of
self." (Lisa Cartwright, University of California San Diego)

"The book is accessible to undergraduates and provides an excellent framework for postgraduates both in
terms of its clarity in developing the conceptual tool of 'mediated memory' and in addressing some aspects of
the digital in relation to this. One of its strengths concerns the way in which van Dijck unpacks the
conceptual flaws conventionally associated with collective memory and the problematic assumptions that
underlie much of the discussion of the relationship of media to this... The book is beautifully written, telling
an engaging story, as well as tackling with academic erudition the study of mediated memories in the digital
age." (Memory Studies)

"José van Dijck performs a sophisticated analysis that blends neurological research on memory, media
technologies, and the "personal cultural" construction of memories into a coherent, far-reaching theory of the
function, role, and significance of memory as we move from analogue to digital representations. Filled with
deep insights and surprising observations, this book should be required reading for anyone interested in
memory, digital technologies, and their co-evolution." (N. Katherine Hayles, University of California Los
Angeles)

"Van Dijck shares many fascinating insights." (CHOICE)

About the Author
José van Dijck is Professor of Media and Culture at the University of Amsterdam. She is the author of
several books, including Manufacturing Babies and Public Consent: Debating the New Reproductive
Technologies (1995) and ImagEnation: Popular Images of Genetics (1998). Her latest book is titled The
Transparent Body. A Cultural Analysis of Medical Imaging (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Verline Custer:

The book Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural Memory in the Present) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural Memory in the Present) to get your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural
Memory in the Present). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Maria Hernandez:

The knowledge that you get from Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural Memory in the Present)
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Mediated Memories in the Digital Age
(Cultural Memory in the Present) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having that Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural Memory in the Present) instantly.

Alice Black:

The book untitled Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural Memory in the Present) is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural
Memory in the Present) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

William Burmeister:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Mediated Memories in the Digital Age (Cultural Memory in
the Present) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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