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M eet the residents of 31 Almanac Road ...

Ralph and Smith are flatmates and best mates - until, that is, the gorgeous
Jemima movesin. And suddenly they're bickering about alot more than who
drank the last beer. Of course, Jem knows that one of them is the man for her -
but isit Ralph or Smith?

Upstairs, Karl and Siobhan have been happily unmarried for fifteen years - until,
that is, Cheri movesinto the flat above theirs. Cheri's got her eye on Karl and
doesn't see why she should let alittle thing like his girlfriend stand in her way ...

Sooner or later itsall got to come to ahead - and what better place for tears and
laughter, break ups and make ups than Ralph's party?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Comparisonsto Bridget Jones's Diary are sure to greet British author Jewell's American debut, but her tale of
love among neighbors bears more resemblance to TV's Melrose Place. Intertwining the lives of six youngish,
soul-searching and fun-loving characters who live in atrendy London brownstone, the author (who allegedly
penned this book on adare) sets her romantic comedy at 31 Almanac Road. A love triangle involves Ralph, a
promising artist whose career is currently stagnant; his best friend and flat-mate, Smith, a self-centered, well-
to-do PR man; and Jem, their vibrant new flat-mate, who falls for Smith even as Ralph is hopelessly smitten
with her. Jewell takes a potshot at self-absorbed Gen-Xers with Cheri, a outrageously gorgeous, self-centered
single woman and voracious man-eater. Karl and Siobhan have been together for 15 years, but their
complacency is ruptured when Siobhan, fat and feeling unloved, goes for another guy and Karl is unfaithful
with Cheri. Jewell satirizes tell-all media programs when Karl is propelled into stardom by detailing his
personal woes on aradio show. Spicing up the fast-paced plot is Smith's long-running, long-distance
obsession over Cheri and Jem's inexplicable attraction to Ralph, though she remains devoted to Smith.
Enjoyable scenes include a hot chile-eating contest and Jem and Ralph'sfirst visit to a sex-toy store, where
they'reinitially nervous, but are soon examining the merchandise with gusto. An amusing denouement brings
al six tenants together and wittily, neatly ties up their livesin anovel that won Jewell acclamandaTV
movie option in England, where this light delight was first published.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

A shamelessflirt of afirst novel that traces the roller-coaster lives of six people sharing the same London
brownstone. Jem finds the place of her dreams literally when she peers into the basement flat where aroom
is being let and remembers a recurring dream shes had since her teens of a mans head viewed through a
window. Smith, who owns the flat, and his best friend Ralph (a penniless artist) are renting the spare room in
an attempt to break their after-work routine of TV, beer, and ajoint before bed. Jem, convinced that one of
the inhabitants must be Mr. Right, movesin, and the plot immediately thickens. A scant week passes before
the usually sensible young woman beds Smith because he brought her favorite flowers home and helped a bit
in the kitchen. The casua sex is fine with Smith; it might make Cheri (who lives above them) jealous and
bring his five-year obsession with the willowy blond to fruition. But Cheri is occupied with breaking upjust
for the challenge of itKarl and Siobhan, a happy couple who occupy the ground-floor space. Inextricably,
though unknowingly interconnected, the six protagonists somersault through a series of misadventures.
Ralph, having read Jem's diaries on the dly, is convinced hes her destiny and falls head over heels. Despite
the scatterbrained plotting, the author casts a perceptive eye on the difficulty of relationships: her toneis
sweet and tragic when delineating Karl and Siobhan, dreamily romantic with Ralph and Jem, and just plain
neurotic with regard to the very modern Smith and Cheri. When Ralph is adamantly brushed off by Jem
(Smith must be the one!), he spends the next two months painting portraits of her. For the night of his gallery
opening, he invites all involved to the party, hoping hell will break loose and the righteous will have their
day. Slight, yes, but enjoyable. -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
...her narrative reads like a more polite version of one of Will Self's novels. -- The New York Times Book
Review, Barbara Sutton



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Virgil Arriola:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Ralph's Party has been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-
book Ralph's Party is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with all the book Ralph's Party. Y ou never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Harold Hutchison:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally freetime/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled Ralph's Party can be good book to read. May beit is usually best activity to
you.

Teresa Graham:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people lovesto learn abook. When you go through a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Ralph's Party will give you new experience in reading a book.

Ralph Sanchez:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Ralph's Party can give you alot of good friends because
by you taking alook at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. Thiskind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We should have Ralph's Party.
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