
Stonewords: A Ghost Story (Harper Trophy
Books)

By Pam Conrad

Stonewords: A Ghost Story (Harper Trophy Books) By Pam Conrad

The first time Zoe met Zoe Louise, Zoe was four years old. Zoe Louise was more
than 100. From that day on -- living in the same house, separated by a staircase
and a century -- Zoe and Zoe Louise have been an important and permanent part
of each other's lives.

Now Zoe is older. And although Zoe Louise never grows up, she is changing in
dreadful, frightening ways. Time is running out for Zoe's frightening ways. Time
is running out for Zoe's best friend -- and Zoe is the only one who can help her.
To do so, she must travel back 100 years in time and somehow alter the past. But
in changing the past, must she also change the present? If she saves her friend's
life, will she lose Zoe Louise forever?Zoe's grandparents think that Zoe Louise is
Zoe's imaginary friend. The truth, however, is that Zoe Louise lived in Zoe's
house a century ago, and her ghost has returned to solve a terrible mystery. . . .
An eerie and gripping time fantasy. Conrads spare, vivid prose sustains the
suspense, drawing readers inexorably toward a climax as satisfying as it is
unexpected. SLJ.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Zoe was overjoyed to find a playmate already in residence when she came to live in her grandparents' old
house. The girls shared everything, toys, a playhouse, even the same name--everything except time: Zoe
Louise is a visitor from another century. As Zoe grows up she begins to wonder about Zoe Louise's strange
behavior. She follows her back in time to learn the terrible truth--that only she can prevent her soulmate's
untimely death. For a ghost story, Conrad's latest novel is a surprisingly comforting tale of nurturing and
forgiveness told in a direct, graceful style. Zoe, abandoned by her mother, adopts the life struggle of a ghost
as her cause, and in winning is able to accept and love her mother just a little. This is a warmly poetic,
atmospheric story shot through with bursts of fear, desperation and very real suspense. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-9-- In a cemetery on an island off the northern coast of America, Zoe's unstable mother weeps for
the dead, while Zoe stares at a gravestone with a single legible inscription: her own name. This scene sets the
mood for an eerie and gripping time fantasy by a talented writer. Zoe tells her story, beginning when she is
five and comes to live with her devoted, nurturing grandparents. She immediately discovers that their 19th-
century house is haunted by Zoe Louise, a beautiful child dressed in old-fashioned clothes, eagerly
anticipating her eleventh birthday party. Zoe Louise becomes Zoe's beloved playmate, invisible to grownups.
Stonewords shares many devices with Philippa Pearce's Tom's Midnight Garden (Lippincott, 1984);
comparison of the two books could stimulate a fascinating literary discussion. Conrad's Eden of backyard
and playhouse becomes sinister when Zoe's mother appears and takes Zoe into the woods, where a bank of
roses marks the border of an earlier garden. The roses were planted 100 years ago, Zoe's mother says, by a
mother whose daughter Zoe died on her eleventh birthday and now lies buried in the cemetery. Then Zoe
Louise turns spectral, decaying before her playmate's eyes, and the modern Zoe is impelled into the past,
where she finds herself locked in a struggle with fate, her best friend's life at stake. Conrad's oblique
evocation of horror is as intense as her portrayal of madness in Prairie Songs (Harper, 1985). The spare,
vivid prose sustains the suspense, drawing readers inexorably toward a climax as satisfying as it is
unexpected. --Margaret A. Chang, Buxton School, Williamstown, MA
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Pam Conrad wrote many award-winning books for children, including the immensely popular The Tub
People  and  The Tub Grandfather, both illustrated by Richard Egielski. She is also the author of a number of
critically acclaimed novels, including Prairie Songs, a 1986 ALA Best Children's Book of the Year and a
1985 ALA Golden Kite Honor Book, and  Stonewords,  winner of the 1991 Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best
Juvenile Mystery.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and



the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Stonewords: A Ghost Story
(Harper Trophy Books) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Brian Ramos:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Stonewords: A Ghost Story (Harper Trophy Books) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get ahead of. The Stonewords: A Ghost Story (Harper Trophy Books) giving you an additional experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let
us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Vandorn:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Stonewords: A Ghost Story (Harper Trophy Books) why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Theresa Nash:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Stonewords: A Ghost Story (Harper Trophy Books) can make you
feel more interested to read.
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