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Here, in one impressively illustrated volume, leading scholars offer compelling
glimpses into the biblical world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and
historians created one of our most important texts--the Bible.
For more than a century, archeologists have been unearthing the tombs, temples,
texts, and artifacts of the ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using
new approaches, contemporary scholars have begun to synthesize this material
with the biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates
the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically ordered chapters presents the
reader with a readable and integrated study of the history, art, architecture,
languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and early Judaism and
Christianity in their larger cultural contexts. The authors also examine such
issues as the roles of women, the tensions between urban and rural settings, royal
and kinship social structures, and official and popular religions of the region.
Readers will find that 200 photographs, line drawings, and maps as well as an
insert containing 25 color photographs vividly illustrate the history discussed.
Understanding the biblical world is a vital part of understanding the Bible. Broad,
authoritative, and visually engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World
will illuminate for any reader the ancient world from which the Bible emerged.
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Here, in one impressively illustrated volume, leading scholars offer compelling glimpses into the biblical
world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and historians created one of our most important texts--the
Bible.
For more than a century, archeologists have been unearthing the tombs, temples, texts, and artifacts of the
ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using new approaches, contemporary scholars have begun
to synthesize this material with the biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates
the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically ordered chapters presents the reader with a readable and
integrated study of the history, art, architecture, languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and
early Judaism and Christianity in their larger cultural contexts. The authors also examine such issues as the
roles of women, the tensions between urban and rural settings, royal and kinship social structures, and
official and popular religions of the region. Readers will find that 200 photographs, line drawings, and maps
as well as an insert containing 25 color photographs vividly illustrate the history discussed.
Understanding the biblical world is a vital part of understanding the Bible. Broad, authoritative, and visually
engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World will illuminate for any reader the ancient world from
which the Bible emerged.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Coogan (religious studies, Stonehill Coll.) has assembled a dozen scholars with impressive credentials in
ancient Near Eastern studies to assist him in creating this work of immense scope. These contributors bring
varied perspectives to their work as they draw from new primary and secondary sources based on recent
archaeological excavations (often their own) and on translations of texts such as the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Organized chronologically, the essays explore the many cultures of ancient Canaan, Israel, Judea, and
Palestine from 10,000 B.C.E. to the rise of Islam in the seventh century C.E. Illustrations, maps, charts,
chronologies, and bibliographies enhance the uniformly well-written essays. But the strengths of the work
are its currency and breadth of coverage and perspective. Appropriate for all libraries with collections in
religion or Near Eastern studies, and of particular interest to students of biblical history and archaeology.
[For another book edited by Coogan, see The Illustrated Guide to World Religions, reviewed on p.
72.?Ed.]?Linda V. Carlisle, Southern Illinois Univ., Edwardsvill.
-?Linda V. Carlisle, Southern Illinois Univ., Edwardsville
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"The Oxford History of the Biblical World is first-class. It merits the highest praise for the best one-volume
work on the Biblical World in the world. It covers the vast sweep of the biblical story with great economy in
wordage, but misses nothing of importance."--David Noel Freedman, Department of History, University of
California, San Diego

"The book is excellent from every point of view."--Philip J. King, Boston College

About the Author

Michael D. Coogan received a Ph.D. in Near Eastern languages and literatures from Harvard University. He
has excavated in Israel, Jordan, Cyprus, and Egypt. The coeditor ofThe Oxford Companion to the Bible and
author of many other books and publications, he is currently director of publications for the Harvard Semitic
Museum and professor of religious studies at Stonehill College in Easton, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Oxford History of the
Biblical World that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading



addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you can pick The Oxford History of the Biblical World become your own personal starter.

Cinthia Beltran:

This The Oxford History of the Biblical World is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Oxford History of
the Biblical World in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Richard Reardon:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication The Oxford History of the Biblical World was filled regarding science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Joseph Felder:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Oxford History of the Biblical World. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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