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Following Germany's defeat in World War I, the Germans signed the Versailles
Treaty, superficially agreeing to limit their war powers. The Allies envisioned the
future German army as a lightly armed border guard and international security
force. The Germans had other plans.

As early as 1919, James Corum contends, the tactical foundations were being laid
for the Nazi Blitzkrieg. Between 1919 and 1933, German military leaders created
and nurtured the Reichswehr, a new military organization built on the wreckage
of the old Imperial Army. It was not being groomed for policing purposes.

Focusing on Hans von Seeckt, General Staff Chief and Army Commander,
Corum traces the crucial transformations in German military tactical doctrine,
organization, and training that laid the foundations for fighting Germany's future
wars. In doing so, he restores balance to prior assessment of von Seeckt's
influence and demonstrates how the general, along with a few other "visionary"
officers—including armor tactician Ernst Volckheim and air tactician Helmut
Wilberg—collaborated to develop the core doctrine for what became the
Blitzkrieg.

The concepts of mobile war so essential to Germany's strength in World War II,
Corum shows, were in place well before the tools became available. As an
unforeseen consequence of the Versailles Treaty, the Germans were not saddled
with a stockpile of outdated equipment as the Allies were. This, ironically,
resulted in an advantage for the Germans, who were able to create doctrine first
and design equipment to match it.
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As early as 1919, James Corum contends, the tactical foundations were being laid for the Nazi Blitzkrieg.
Between 1919 and 1933, German military leaders created and nurtured the Reichswehr, a new military
organization built on the wreckage of the old Imperial Army. It was not being groomed for policing
purposes.

Focusing on Hans von Seeckt, General Staff Chief and Army Commander, Corum traces the crucial
transformations in German military tactical doctrine, organization, and training that laid the foundations for
fighting Germany's future wars. In doing so, he restores balance to prior assessment of von Seeckt's influence
and demonstrates how the general, along with a few other "visionary" officers—including armor tactician
Ernst Volckheim and air tactician Helmut Wilberg—collaborated to develop the core doctrine for what
became the Blitzkrieg.

The concepts of mobile war so essential to Germany's strength in World War II, Corum shows, were in place
well before the tools became available. As an unforeseen consequence of the Versailles Treaty, the Germans
were not saddled with a stockpile of outdated equipment as the Allies were. This, ironically, resulted in an
advantage for the Germans, who were able to create doctrine first and design equipment to match it.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This well-written, thoroughly researched book makes a powerful case that the tactical concepts used so
effectively by the German army in World War II originated with Hans von Seeckt in the 1920s. Corum
(military studies, Air Univ., United States Air Force) deserves particular credit for demonstrating that the
German army's tactical orientation reflected not indifference to strategic questions but recognition that
Germany's national interests were best served by short wars ending in decisive victories. In a state disarmed
by the Versailles Treaty, Seeckt established a body of doctrine independent of armies and weapons. He broke
with many aspects of the Prussian-German military tradition to develop concepts of offensive mobile war by
elite combined-arms forces, closely supported from the air. He also emphasized high standards of leadership
and training at all levels--standards that persisted in the Wehrmacht and contributed greatly to its wartime
efficiency. Recommended for military history collections.
-D.E. Showalter, U.S. Air Force Acad., Colorado Springs
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This well-written, well-organized, and comprehensively researched work fills a significant gap in the
literature on Germany’s way of war in the 20th century. Corum integrates principles and hardware in a way
inspiring emulation."—Dennis E. Showalter, author of Tannenberg: Clash of Empires and Railroads and
Rifles: Soldiers, Technology and the Unification of Germany "A splendid work. Corum moves away from
the conventional political concentration on military-state relations. He looks below the level of the high
command to discuss the intellectual and technical debates by the largely unknown colonels, majors, and even
captains. This well-written and exhaustively documented work not only provides a clearer understanding of
military thinking, reform, and reorganization in post–World War I Germany but raises valuable questions
regarding fundamental processes in the study and development of military doctrine, issues that remain
pertinent."—Gunther E. Rothenberg, author of The Art of Warfare in the Age of Napoleon "Corum’s
extremely thorough labor in the German sources of the period gives English-speaking readers their first look
at the internal studies and analyses that emerged from the Reichswehr’s systematic examination of that
experience. This very important work provides an interesting case study for comparative historical analysis
of the way various national armies attempted to assess their World War I experiences."—Harold R. Winton,
author of To Change an Army: General John Burnett Stuart and British Armored Doctrine, 1927–1938
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Dickens:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans von Seeckt and German Military Reform. Try
to face the book The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans von Seeckt and German Military Reform as your buddy. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Kristy Abrahams:

This The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans von Seeckt and German Military Reform are generally reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans
von Seeckt and German Military Reform can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans von Seeckt and
German Military Reform giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jessica Wilson:

The particular book The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans von Seeckt and German Military Reform has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Edgar:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will



observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans von Seeckt and German Military Reform this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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