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In The Spectacular Modern Woman, Liz Conor illustrates how technological
advances in image reproduction transformed Western industrial societies into
visual or "ocularcentric" cultures with significant and complex consequences for
women’s lives. With the rise of mass media, photography, and movies, a
woman’s visibility became a mark of her modernity, and the result was at once
liberating and confining, given the many narrow conceptions of what it meant to
be a modern woman. Focusing on the city girl in the metropolitan scene, the
"Screen Struck Girl" in the cinematic scene, the mannequin in the commodity
scene, the beauty contestant in the photographic scene, the "primitive" woman in
the late colonial scene, and the flapper in the heterosexual leisure scene, Conor
shows how women’s roles were intimately tied to the visual culture of the day.
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many narrow conceptions of what it meant to be a modern woman. Focusing on the city girl in the
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Editorial Review

Review

"Providing an overview of the evolution of the modern woman who emerged in the 1920s, Conor (Univ. of
Melbourne, Australia) shows that woman emerging from underneath clothing?first her legs, then her hands,
and finally her torso. As modern women moved into the city, these urbanized women became more of a
spectacle because of the availability of varied clothing styles and makeup?and images designed to make
them want to purchase more feminine objects. These objects would allow them to cover and disguise
unsightly and unpleasant female characteristics: menstruation, body hair, body odor. Not surprisingly, Conor
focuses her discussion of colonialism on Australia, where Aboriginal women were considered less beautiful
than white women. She ends with a discussion of the flapper as the representation of the emancipated urban
woman, an image that pervaded the 1920s and came to represent the Jazz Age. Conor points out that even
when the time came for women to more toward reinvention on their own terms, that emancipation continued
to move in the direction of a spectacle meant to attract the opposite sex. Summing Up: Recommended.
Graduate and research collections." ?K. Gale, California Institute of the Arts, 2005may CHOICE

About the Author

Liz Conor completed her Ph.D. in women's studies at La Trobe University. She is an Australia Research
Council postdoctoral research fellow in the Department of English at the University of Melbourne.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. The Spectacular Modern Woman: Feminine Visibility in the 1920s can be your answer as it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Jennifer Bell:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Spectacular Modern Woman: Feminine Visibility in the 1920s provide you with new
experience in studying a book.



April Hall:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually The Spectacular Modern Woman: Feminine
Visibility in the 1920s. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Jerry Rivera:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Spectacular Modern
Woman: Feminine Visibility in the 1920s to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book
and examine it. Beside that the book The Spectacular Modern Woman: Feminine Visibility in the 1920s can
to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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