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As in her former books, Alice Miller again focuses on facts. She is as determined
as ever to cut through the veil that, for thousands of years now, has been so
meticulously woven to shroud the truth. When she lifts that veil and brushes it
aside, the results are astonishing, amply demonstrated by her analyses of the
works of Nietzsche, Picasso, Käthe Kollwitz, Buster Keaton, and others. With the
key shunned by so many for so long—childhood—she opens rusty locks and
offers her readers a wealth of unexpected perspectives. What did Picasso express
in Guernica? Why did Buster Keaton never smile? Why did Nietzsche heap so
much opprobrium on women and religion and lose his mind for 11 years? Why
did Hitler and Stalin become tyrannical mass murderers? 

Miller investigates these and other questions thoroughly in this book. She draws
from her discoveries that human beings are not “innately” destructive, that they
are made that way by ignorance, abuse, and neglect, particularly if no
sympathetic witness comes to their aid. She also shows why some mistreated
children do not become criminals, but instead bear witness as artists to the truth
about their childhoods, even though in purely intuitive and unconscious ways.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
One troubled child channels her pain into art; another vents his anguish in destructive acts. What makes the
critical difference in the way each translates childhood suffering? Combing the life histories of Picasso,
Buster Keaton, Nietzsche, Hitler and others, Miller concludes that the presence of an enlightened witness--
someone who offers a contrast to cruelty--tips the balance between constructive expressions of "forgotten"
trauma and repetitions of internalized inhumanity. She argues eloquently throughout that when adult
authoritarian needs suppress children's true needs, there are dangerous societal consequences.

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Sherrill:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Untouched Key: Tracing Childhood Trauma in
Creativity and Destructiveness. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book The Untouched Key: Tracing Childhood Trauma in
Creativity and Destructiveness. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Dennis Johnson:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Untouched Key: Tracing Childhood
Trauma in Creativity and Destructiveness will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Harold Hutchison:

This The Untouched Key: Tracing Childhood Trauma in Creativity and Destructiveness tend to be reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Untouched Key:
Tracing Childhood Trauma in Creativity and Destructiveness can be one of many great books you must have



is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Untouched Key: Tracing
Childhood Trauma in Creativity and Destructiveness forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Peter Beaton:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Untouched Key: Tracing Childhood Trauma in Creativity and Destructiveness
this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable
all of you.
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